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September 2011 Tidings
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid." – John 14:27
As we are all aware, this year marks the 10th anniversary of 9/11. Our world and our lives have not been the same since that day. This month, I would like to share a letter written by Rev. Geoffrey A. Black who is the General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ.

Blessings,

Pastor RaeAnn
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Dear Colleagues and Coworkers of the United Church of Christ:

Just about everyone can remember where they were the morning of September 11, 2001 and the days that followed. As New York Conference Minister, I was scheduled to preach in New York City the following Sunday. Since all of the United States was a no-fly zone, I took the long drive through the Catskills. Needless to say, the drive gave me plenty of time to think. 
When I arrived, the congregation had gathered as usual on that Sunday morning. Not surprisingly, most of the folks were still in a state of shock. There was an abiding atmosphere of sadness and grieving, yet another emotion that I had not anticipated was the presence of deep gratitude. It was beginning to dawn on many of those at worship, including me, that as devastating and shocking as the attacks were, there was reason to be thankful that the tragedy could have been even greater. This awareness was accompanied by the stories of individuals who worked near the World Trade Center and could have lost their lives, but for various reasons were not there that fateful morning. Many more were grateful that, for the moment, the danger had passed. Even in the midst of mourning, our thanksgiving to God was fervent and deeper than usual. 

Now, almost ten years have passed. For some who experienced personal loss, the pain still feels as acute as if it happened yesterday. For others, there is emotional distance from the horror of that day, yet reverberations remain. Mere mention of the date September 11th churns up feelings and distinct memories. During these years our country has engaged in two long wars attributed in part to the events of September 11th. Most recently, the U.S. military apprehended and killed Osama bin Laden, the person who took credit for orchestrating the attacks of September 11th. 

The pain and suffering that we as Americans associate with terrorism began that day and has continued ever since. For that reason the date is etched in our nation’s collective consciousness. However, it is important to note that for others around the world, that day is the day we experienced the degree of pain other nations and peoples have experienced far longer. September 11th was a day the tragedies of the world came to our shores. 

As we approach this anniversary of our national tragedy, my prayer is that we do so recognizing that our national understanding of and response to terrorism have been inadequate thus far. If anything, some actions and policies of our government—from the crimes of Abu Ghraib, to Guantanamo Bay and the human toll referred to as “collateral damage”—have inspired more people to take up arms against the U.S. We are still challenged to perceive 
“the other” more fairly, and to pursue true security more faithfully. General Synod’s recent resolution “On Actions of Hostility Against Islam and the Muslim Community” urges us to build relationships of trust and understanding with our neighbors rather than be led by our fears and prejudices. My hope is that we use this anniversary as an opportunity to reflect on these ten years, the years of America’s longest war, and begin to chart a new direction.

Our gathering as a UCC church in Queens, NY on that first Sunday after September 11th, 2001 was a moment in time filled with regret and grief. It was also tinged with hope emanated from thanksgiving to our living, loving and merciful God. Perhaps that is who we turn to and where we start as we contemplate beginning anew our work toward God’s just and peaceful realm “on earth as it is in heaven.”

Peace and blessings,
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Rev. Geoffrey A. Black 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Present:  President Bob Trampf, Vice-President Jeff Schneider, Secretary Andrew Josephs, Marcia Marks, Toni Anand, Anne Boss, Jack Meyer, Deb Wriedt, Church Secretary Liz Joachim, Christian Education Director Sherri Landig, and Reverend RaeAnn Beebe      Absent:  Faye Lindemann

President Bob called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   Reverend Beebe led the group with a prayer

Minister’s Report:  RaeAnn went over her schedule for the month.  A written copy can be found in the office if needed. 

Secretary’s Report:  Marcia made a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by Debbie.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Treasurer’s Report/Bills:  Toni made a motion to pay the bills and was seconded by Jack.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Christian Education Director’s Report:  Sherri went over what she did for the month which included all the time and energy that went into VBS.  A copy of her report is available in the church office if needed. 

Old Business:

Maintenance Issues:    Dennis and Bob met with a few roofers and contractors to get bids to fix the roof that has been leaking for sometime into the mother’s room.  Debbie made a motion to accept the bid from Kottke Construction.  Marcia seconded the motion and was approved by unanimous consent.  They hope to get the project finished soon.  Council also gave Nachell the go ahead to start cleaning the carpets throughout the church.  She estimates it will take about 20 hours and she will use her own equipment.

Turnaround Church:  Rev. Beebe recently received some information regarding further training for the Turnaround Church program that was attended in the fall.  Since we are actively putting a few of the ideas into action we have decided not to participate in the continued follow up

Nominating Committee:  The nominating committee to find candidates for the upcoming council vacancies will consist of Bob Trampf, Jeff Schneider, Ruth Hauser, and Lynn Rollmann

New Business:

Church By-laws:  It has been brought to the attention of council that there may be some parts of the by-laws that my be outdated, need redefining, or just changing.  Toni made a motion to create a committee which will be headed up by Bob Trampf to go over the by-laws.  Jeff seconded the motion and was approved by unanimous consent.

Scholarships:  Toni had a few questions regarding the criteria for scholarships given out by the church for both camp or educational purposes.  Liz has a copy of criteria in the church office if anybody else has questions.

Rescheduling Rev. Beebe’s installation date:  Due to issues with the conference ministers, we have had to reschedule the installation date.  The new date for Rev. Beebe’s installation will be November 13th at 2 pm.


Congregational nominating meeting date:  Per the by-laws the nominating meeting date will be September 18th between the two services.


             

Organizations and Committees Reports:

Coffee Hour/Celebration:  No report received


   Fellowship:  the church picnic will be held Sunday, 8/14/11. In conversation with RaeAnn, we may change this event to be held as a “welcome back” picnic when Sunday School begins again in September. Golf Outing Sat. 9/17 @ 3 PM @ Lakeshore golf Course followed by dinner at Robbins.

  Missions. 1.  Back to School Fair completed-Volunteers picked up donated items and have distributed them to local children in need

                       2.  Brat fry completed--thank you to all of those who volunteered in the heat.  $345 profit split by missions, softball, and men's club.

Building and Grounds  A very special thank you goes out to Dennis Krause for all the help he has given to fix the leaky roof issues.


               Church Outreach  No report received


Crafts:  No report received  


   Garden committee                                                                                                                              
GARDEN COMMITTEE REPORT
July 10, 2011

 

The newly formed Garden Committee, consisting of Marcia Marks, Debbie Wriedt, Faye Lindeman and Toni Anand met at the Serenity Garden on Sunday, July 24th.  We looked at the plantings, made a note of what had already died, what we could move to fill in the empty spots and what plants we could purchase to add more color and variety to the garden.

 

We then went to Stein’s and purchased the following:

                                3 Rose bushes

                                4 Bellflowers

                                3 Rose of Sharon

                                1 decorative grass

The total cost was $178.43 which we (The Garden Committee) paid for.

 

On Monday, July 25th, we planted the 11 new plants, moved 3 Black-eyed Susans, 1 Latria, 1 Hosta, and 3 Coral Bells.  We dug approximately 13 new holes which proved to be quite an undertaking as we had to move stones, cut through the landscaping fabric and dig out the wet clay.  Then, replace the fabric and stones.  Whew!

 

Two of the Black-eyed Susans have been cut back and hopefully they will return next year.  We have lost 2 Bell Flowers and may lose the other two.  The weather has been brutal on them.

 

The area by the lighted sign has been weeded and we filled 4 bags with weeds.  We plan on putting the barrel in 
the sign area and planting the grass in it.

 

My hat is off to these ladies who worked as hard as any man, in extreme heat, to beautify the Serenity Garden.  When this committee says they will do something, they do it!

 

Down the road, with the permission of the Council, we would like to take a special offering to help pay for the plants and perhaps have some left for maintenance.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Toni Anand

For the Garden Committee

FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHURCH:  Bob questioned the council whether or not we should consider services in the fall.  Due to the positive responses over the summer with one combined service, the question was to make this a permanent change.  After a long discussion, it was decided to poll the congregation to see what they all felt.  Look for a small questionnaire in the narthex or in your mailbox to give your opinion on changes.  Council looks forward to hearing what you all think.

Adjournment:  8:58 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer

Submitted by Andrew Josephs, Secretary

If you usually discard empty ink cartridges, why not consider bringing them to church to the yellow box in the Narthex?  St. Paul’s receives a $2 credit for each toward office items purchased at Staples.
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On behalf of the St. Paul’s softball team, I would like to thank all who came out to support us this season.  Once again, we had a ton of fun and truly enjoyed looking into the stands each and every week to see such a strong fan base.  Somehow we did much better this season and ended with a 5-9 record.  I think that is pretty remarkable for a bunch of people just out to have a good time.  I also wanted to thank all who contributed to the loose change collection and those who came out to enjoy some food at the brat stand.  Thanks to you, our registration fees were completely covered.

Once again, a heartfelt thank you to all who supported our team this year.  Hopefully, we can do this again next year.

Andrew Josephs
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    Get ready for a Hole-In-One with the Annual Golf Outing!  Mark your calendar for Saturday, August 14th at 3 PM at Lakeshore.  If you’re not a golfer, join us for dinner and fun at Robbins’ Restaurant @ 6 PM.

CHOIR NEWS
The choir will start the fall season with practice on Thurs. September 8th.  Choir will practice at [image: image8.png]


 6:45 PM and Bell Choir at 7:45 PM.  We hope to be able to sing for the 10:30 service on September 11th.    I have had a chance this summer to look at several new choir anthem publications and we will have some next exciting anthems which I think the choir will enjoy as well as the congregation.  
We will also be preparing special music for the celebration of the 115th anniversary of St. Paul’s on Sunday, October 2nd.  We look forward to another year of providing choral music for the worship services.

Larry Klausch, Choir Director

SPECIAL COMMUNITY EVENTS

Enjoy the music of Africa as the Ugandan Orphans Choir performs at Wesley United Method Church on Thursday, September 15 at 6:30 PM.  These children have been helped to survive and succeed with their outstanding musical talents.  

Join together as people of faith against all forms of extremism at Fox Valley Islamic Society’s annual Interfaith Gathering on Sunday, September 11th at Fox Valley Islamic Society in Neenah.

Honor 9/11 Victims.  Give Blood-Save Lives.

“Muslims for Life” @ First Congregational Church.  Wednesday, September 7 (11 AM – 4 PM).
BALANCE SHEET – July 2011

ASSETS

West Pointe Bank
           $       6,115.92

Wells Fargo Adv Funds      $     10,580.35

Vanguard Fund
           $     69,130.94

I Bond
                                 $      5,296.00

PHYSICAL ASSETS

Land

         

$   100,000.00

Building                              $2,048,200.00
TOTAL ASSETS                $2,239,323.21
LIABILITIES

State Income Taxes
            $        172.00  
TOTAL LIABILITIES
 $        172.00  
How Are We Doing Through JULY 2011?
Income
$69,949

Expense                           $72,292 

(  2,343)
Pledged Income expected
$76,570

Pledged Income received
$57,753 *

                     (18,817)

*This is pledged income ONLY.  Does not include other misc income received.
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Jeff & Cristy Schneider


#13

September 5

Dave & Carol Cameron


#58

September 12

Bruce & Barb Loomans


#22

September 16 
Jim & Linda Kelly 


#13

September 17

Jim & Angie Beck


#2

September 26

Myron & Jean Jovaag


#64

September 27

Russ & Jodi Stang


#16

September 30




Kathryn Thomsen
September 2

Zachary Schmick
September 3

Lynn Neyhard

September 5

Anne Boss

September 8

Andrew Josephs
September 8

John Hauser

September 9

Russ Stang

September 14

Jackie Wischow
September 14

Allison Borgmann
September 22

Dennis Krause

September 23

Sue Britton

September 24

Jeff Mann

September 26

Dave Cameron

September 30

Annette Reichard
September 30
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Please pray for these members/friends of St. Paul’s who are in need of prayer:            Carol Schmid( Jeanette Cummings(Mary Boss(Jean Ariss( Anne Boss(Dan Tesch( Marion Abraham( Curt Bahr(Debbie Reichard(John Steiner(Cara Lerch(Muriel Carrillo(Ruth LaSota(Chris Reichard(Betty Gabbert. 
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August 7 – Honored the wedding  anniversary of Paul and Anne Gassere given by Dave and Carol Cameron

· - Honored the baptism of Parker John Benson given by his family

- A white rose also honored Parker’s baptism
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August 14 – Remembered Lu Tesch given by   Herb Tesch
August 21 – Honored the wedding anniversary of John and Ruth Hauser

SCRIP Changes!

As you may have heard, Morton's Pharmacy has sold all of its retail stores to Walgreen's.  While we will no longer be offering Morton's SCRIP cards, we do have Walgreen's cards available at a 6% contribution rate, which is double what Morton's was giving us.  

 

Burlington Coat Factory is a new retailer that we now have available.  They are offering $25 cards with an 8% contribution back to St. Paul's.

  

Some updates to our current retailers:

  

Pick 'N' Save is now going to have their cards sold under the "Roundy's" name.  Don't worry, you'll still be able to use the cards at all of the Oshkosh area Pick N Saves.  They also added in a $50 card for your grocery shopping convenience!

 

Gap, Banana Republic & Old Navy have all upped their contribution percentage to 14%!!  They are now one of our highest contributors!

 

Even though there have been many changes this month, the SCRIP program is still running strong and is the easiest way to raise money for St. Paul's.  Please remember to use SCRIP for as many purchases as you can!

 

Ordering dates through the end of the year are September 11th (Sunday School starts!), October 9th, November 6th & December 4th.
Starting September 11th
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship

9:15 AM Sunday School

10:30 AM Traditional Worship
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 September is upon us. With that comes many things. The weather is beginning to change, the animals are starting their fall routines, and we here at St. Paul’s are preparing for the start of another year of Sunday School. I hope you are ready! Our Christian Ed team has met. Our classes are set. Materials are ordered and on the way. 

On September 11th, all the Sunday School children will gather in the Fellowship Hall for our usual making of the banner. Once again, we will be using our hands to print our banner. Mrs. Anand has the plan for this year’s banner. I am sure it will be great just like it always is. Come prepared to have your hand smeared with paint for printing on our banner. It is interesting to see the growth of our children’s hands on our banners in the hall.  A surprise is in store for us after we do this project. Please plan on joining us!

The materials we will be using this year in Sunday School will be covering some of the same stories Pastor RaeAnn touched on in her summer services. We will be learning about Jacob, Esau, David, Elijah, Jonah, and other famous people in the Bible. There will be faith traits associated with these stories. As we learn about these lessons in Sunday School, parents should talk about them at home. We need to be a team as we continue on this faith journey.

This year there are plans for our adults to learn as well as the young members of our church. Andrew and Nicole Joseph have offered to organize some adult groups to help us continue our faith growth as adults. I am excited for this. There will be announcements and signup sheets so be on the lookout!

Enjoy fall as it enters into our lives. Marvel at the beauty God has painted for us. Thank him for the plentiful harvest. Enjoy the time together as a family. 

Blessings, Sherri Landig

Biblical Texts for Personal Devotions
and Reflection

The Revised Common Lectionary assigns four scripture passages for each Sunday. Except for the season of Eastertide, there is a passage from the Hebrew scripture (Old Testament), a Psalm, an Epistle (one of the letters), and a passage from the Christian scripture (New Testament). During the season of Eastertide a passage from the Acts of the Apostles is substituted for one from the Hebrew scriptures. Following are the texts for the month of September. It is my hope that providing you with the texts for each Sunday will assist you in the practice of personal devotions.     Blessings to you.

September 4:
Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20

September 11:
Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35

September 18:
Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6; Philemon 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16
September 25:
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Philemon 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32

The Council would like to thank all of you who filled out our recent survey on moving to one service. We appreciate the honest comments and concerns presented. We will keep you updated on any changes that will be made in the future. Until that time, worship and Sunday school times will continue as they have always been. 
Thanks again.
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St. Paul’s Men’s Club will begin meeting again for breakfast on the 1st Saturday of the month, beginning September 3rd, at 9:00 AM at Two Brothers’ Restaurant.


All friends and members of St. Paul’s are welcome to attend breakfast.  Bring your ideas and enjoy meeting other men of St. Paul’s.  See you on the 3rd! 
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DRIVERS NEEDED!


Please consider being a volunteer van driver for Sunday mornings. You can pick the Sundays you prefer to drive.  Currently, members are only picked up for the 10:30 AM service and returned immediately after worship.   The more drivers we have, the less often you would be needed to drive.  Men and women – all are welcome to help with this mission of St. Paul’s.


If you can help, even only occasionally, contact the church office.
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A special congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, September 18th at 9:45 AM between services.

The purpose of this meeting is to have the Nominating Committee present their list of those who have agreed to have their names placed on the ballot for three Church council members, NEA delegates, conference delegates and managers of the Sustaining Fund.  These ballots will then be included in the October Tidings.

Festival receipts are due for the 3rd quarter (July, August and September) on October 9th.  Bring them to church or mail them before the deadline.  So far this year, we have received $343.14 from Festival. 
Hospitalized during August at Aurora Medical Center was Betty Gabbert.
DAY BY DAY WARMING SHELTER 
August 18, 2011
Warmest greetings,

On behalf of the Day By Day Warming Shelter, I would like to thank you for your very generous donation of $1000.  . . . 

Your generosity means a lot to us and to the community as a whole.  There is an ever increasing local need for an emergency shelter, especially in the cold winter months.  Thanks to you and others like you, our mission to provide for this need will continue to move forward and make a difference in the lives of many.  . . .

We would appreciate your continued support in the future. . . . 

Sincerely,

Tina Haffeman, President

Day By Day Warming Shelter 

Board of Directors
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          August Giving
August 7

$1002

August 14

$1425

August 21

$  956

August 28

$  NA
   TOTAL

$3383
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Parker John Benson was baptized in the Holy Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul’s on Sunday, August 7, 2011 with Rev. RaeAnn Beebe officiating.  Parker, the son of Don and Amanda Benson, was born July 5, 2011.  His sponsors were Erica Faris and Shawn Schoenberg.
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Herb Tesch and his crew for waxing floors in the building.
Lynn Rollmann and Karen Kentopp for preparing August communion.

Dennis Krause for his lawn work and mower repair all summer.

Custodian Nachell Nabbefeld for the extra work cleaning carpets throughout the building.
Special council meeting August 28th 2011

Present:  President Bob Trampf, Vice-president Jeff Schneider, Secretary Andrew Josephs, Marcia Marks, Jack Meyer, Faye Lindemann, Anne Boss, Toni Anand, and Deb Wriedt.

President Bob called the meeting to order at 10:50 A.M.

The council met to discuss the future of the organ in the sanctuary.  It was brought to the attention of the council by Larry that the organ is no longer working.  The organ is about 50 or 60 years old.  After having a repair man look at the organ, it was determined that due to the age it is not possible to be repaired.  Larry contacted an organ dealer to try to get some information about a replacement.  

It was agreed to put together a committee to look into the needs and wants of the congregation regarding a new organ.  They are hopefully going to meet with the organ distributor in early September and report back to council.  Look for more information soon.

Respectfully,

Andrew Josephs
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