[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.png]


St. Paul’s United Church of Christ  

  [image: image6.png]


Rev. RaeAnn Beebe     1250 Leonard Point Rd.     Oshkosh, WI  54904

                                                                                920-231-3080        stpauls@ntd.net     www.stpaulsoshkosh.com
[image: image7.png]Church
Elections





Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.

Worship the Lord with gladness;

Come into his presence with singing.

These familiar words begin Psalm 100, a psalm of praise and thanksgiving for the goodness of God. They have often been used to summon God’s people throughout the ages to worship. 

Worship is a topic that has been on our minds and in our discussions a lot lately. After a summer of one service, many of you [image: image8.png]


expressed a desire for this practice to continue. The council discussed it at the August meeting and decided to survey the congregation. Many of you took the time to prayerfully consider this idea and filled out the survey. Your opinions were very helpful and we appreciate all of them. 


At the September Council meeting, the decision was made to continue the conversation that the surveys started. Surveys are one-way communications. You were able to provide your opinion and voice the issues and concerns that were important to you. Surveys do not give us the opportunity to engage in two-way conversation, where not only an opinion is given, but one is able to listen to the opinions of others. Two-way conversations have the potential to open up more avenues of thought and may even help us see something from a different perspective.

With this in mind, Council would like to provide the opportunity for all members and worship attendees to join a two-way conversation. Several small discussion groups will be scheduled. These groups will be lead by me and other council members. We will try and offer a variety of days and times to make it convenient for everyone. Each one of you will be asked to sign up for a small group that fits your schedule. We ask that you try and refrain from signing up with those you usually interact with. The process will be much more beneficial if we have the opportunity to hear many voices within each group.

Worship is the core practice of Christians. The church is formed and reformed by its worship. Worship isn’t just one of the things the church does, it is the point through which all other activities of the church take form and are given life. Any decisions we make about worship affect all of us. Each and every voice is important and so are your ears. Come ready to speak and to listen.

I look forward to the time we will spend together in these small groups.
Blessings,

Pastor RaeAnn

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - Wednesday, September 14, 2011

Present: President, Bob Trampf, Vice-President Jeff Schneider, Marcia Marks, Faye Lindemann, Anne Boss, Jack Meyer, and Debbie Wriedt, Church Secretary, Liz Joachim, Pastor RaeAnn Beebe and Education Director Sherri Landig.  Absent:   Secretary, Andrew Josephs, and Toni Anand.
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President Bob Trampf called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and Pastor RaeAnn opened with a prayer. 
Minister’s Report: RaeAnn went over her schedule for the month. A written copy of her report can be found in the office.   
Secretary’s Report: Faye made a motion to accept the minutes and Jack seconded.  Approved by unanimous consent. 
      Correspondence: There was a thank you note for camp scholarships from the Loomans’ girls and a thank you note from the Benson family for the baptism ceremony for their son, Parker, and for the use of the Fellowship Hall after the baptism.

Treasurer’s Report/Bills: Anne made a motion to approve and Debbie seconded.  Approved by unanimous consent and payment of bills to take place when money is available.  

Christian Education Director’s Report:  Sherri submitted a written report which is on file in the office.
OLD BUSINESS:

Nominating Committee: Bob reported that his committee consisting of himself, Jeff Schneider, Ruth Hauser and Lynn Rollmann will present a ballot to the congregation on September 18, 2011 at a Special Congregational Meeting to be held at 9:45 a.m.

Organ Committees Update: Members of the committee consisting of Larry Klausch, Bob Trampf, Marcia Marks, Liz Joachim, Debbie Wriedt, and Carol and David Cameron met with Val Bartlein at our church on Tuesday September 13, 2011.  A lot of information was exchanged regarding the process of obtaining an organ that would fit our needs.  It was decided to schedule a congregational meeting for the expenditure of funds so that when a contract is agreed upon, the Council would have authority to sign it.  The committee will be going to listen to organs in other churches that may be similar to the one we may want. 

Concealed weapon sign: It was agreed that a sign would be placed at the entrance of our driveway. 

Messer Estate Distribution:
A second distribution has been received and Debbie made a motion to put some of it into our checkbook with the majority of it going into our Vanguard Fund. 

Adventures in Music Contract: The Council gave permission to Marcia to draw up the contract on the same terms that we had previously negotiated.  

NEW BUSINESS:

Van Driver Shortage: Alfonso Carrillo has been doing most of the van driving and he has requested help.  The Council will try to contact people who may be able to help.  It would have to be someone attending the late service.

     
Retreat/Camp scholarship requests: Bonny Juedes, Rena Gomach and Sherri Landig will be attending a Women’s Retreat at the Pilgrim Center from October 21 through October 23, 2011 entitled “Women Gathered at the Well” and they have each requested a $75.00 scholarship.  Jack made a motion to grant those scholarships and Jeff seconded it and it was approved by unanimous consent. 

Church Leadership Banquet:   RaeAnn will be attending an Association All Church Leadership Banquet on October 9, 2011, which the church will pay for.

      Survey input discussion: All members of the council were given copies of all comments from the members regarding whether they were in favor of one worship service or continuing with two worship services.  After considerable discussion, it was decided that at the present time, with Sunday School and the two separate musical groups that things would remain the same but that there would be small brain storming groups formed to discuss “What is worship”. The Council has not made a decision at this time but wants to study this more to make the right decision for St. Paul’s.

Organizations’ and Committees’ reports:

Kitchen/Fellowship/Coffee Committee: The golf outing is coming up August 14 at 3PM at Lakeshore with dinner at Robbins Restaurant at 6 PM. and Fall Festival is planned for October 30, 2011. 

Mission Committee: Rae Ann met with the Bensons who are working on several projects. 

Building & Grounds: Jeff reported that on August 17th the roofers are scheduled to repair the roof.  

Church Outreach: Nothing

       Craft Committee: They have contacted the office to set a meeting down for sometime in September. 

ADJOURNMENT at 9:05 p.m. and Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully submitted, Marcia Marks, Acting Secretary 
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The new year of Sunday School is off to a great start. The children’s handprints are on our new banner. It is very striking and colorful. Some finishing touches will be added before it is hung in our Fellowship Hall. The only disappointing part of the day was not being able to break the Pinata. It will happen soon.


There are many special events happening at St. Paul’s in October. It may cause some  confusion so let’s hope this will clear things up. On October the 2nd, we are celebrating our 115th year as a Church. Instead of holding Sunday School, I would like all the children to come to worship with their families. We have only one service that day. Pastor RaeAnn will be including some special things for us in this service. We will look for you in Church.


On October the 30th, we will be having the Fall Fest. The children will have Sunday School at 9:15 as usual. Then the only service that day will be at 10:30 followed by the potluck and pumpkin carving festivities. It will be a great way to spend Sunday! See you there.


I am glad to see the offering envelopes coming in each week with the children. If you are in need of some more envelopes, please let me know. Giving is an important faith practice we want our Sunday School children to develop. 


Once again our children will be involved with the UNICEF trick or treat program. The orange boxes will be handed out so that they can take them while trick or treating. We donated a nice sum to this program last year and it is my hope we can do the same this year. Be looking for the boxes to come home around the 16th. 


Enjoy the fall weather. It is great to be able to walk around the block, smell the crisp air, hear the geese honking, and marvel at the changing colors. Apple picking, bike riding, and going to sporting events are fun even when you need to bundle up. Our Creator sure blessed us when he made the season of fall! 

Blessings, Sherri Landig

Biblical Texts for Personal Devotions and Reflection


The Revised Common Lectionary assigns four scripture passages for each Sunday. Except for the season of Eastertide, there is a passage from the Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament), a Psalm, an Epistle (one of the letters), and a passage from the Christian Scripture (New Testament). During the season of Eastertide a passage from the Acts of the Apostles is substituted for one from the Hebrew Scriptures. Following are the texts for the month of October. It is my hope that providing you with the texts for each Sunday will assist you in the practice of personal devotions.


Blessings to you.
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October 2:
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19; Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46

October 9:
Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14

October 16:
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99; I Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22
October 23:
Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17; I Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 21:34-46

October 30:
Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; I Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12
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Mark your calendars for the Fall Festival on Sunday, October 30, 2011.  There will be Sunday School at 9:15 AM and only one worship service at 10:30 am followed by the Fall Festival!  There will be pumpkin carving, caramel apples, and of course…eating a potluck dinner!  The Fellowship Committee will provide pumpkins, hot dogs and beverages. 

There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Please be sure to indicate if you are bringing children so we are able to provide enough pumpkins for everyone!



The Neighbors in Need (NIN) offering, which we will receive on October 9, 2011, supports the UCC’s ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. Through UCCTakeAction.org, our national Justice and Witness Ministries office offers resources, news updates, and action alerts on a broad spectrum of justice issues. Working with  members of the UCC Justice and Peace Action Network (a network of thousands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice and Witness continues its strong policy advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and environmental justice. Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Historically, forebears of the UCC established churches and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern Nebraska. Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches and their pastors are supported by CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes and nations who are members of other UCC congregations in the U.S.


Last year St. Paul’s gave $217.00 to Neighbors in Need. We, along with other churches in the UCC, helped Justice and Witness Ministries to achieve many of their goals. 300 justice leaders were trained in the Justice Leaders Engaging and Developing curriculum. In partnership with the Pacific Northwest Conference, the opening of the UCC Center for Environmental Justice at Pilgrim Firs Conference Center in Washington State was celebrated on Sept 24, 2011. Franklinton Center in North Carolina, Centro Romero in Southern California continue a ministry of justice through gifts to Neighbors in Need.


Neighbors in Need helps make another world possible. It needs your support. Please give generously. Envelopes will be available in the pews at church or you can send in your offering to the church – just write NIN on the memo line. Contributions can also be made on-line at anytime at www.ucc.org/nin.
From the General Minister and President of the UCC, Rev. Geoffrey A. Black

Dear Friends,

We are happy to share the good news that your church is a “Five for Five” congregation of the United Church of Christ. Your Conference reports that in 2010 you gave to Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support and the four special mission offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, and The Christmas Fund. You are a leadership church in the United Church of Christ, and we thank you for your faithful generosity and the breadth of your vision for ministry.

Through your support of the wider mission of the church, you are changing lives in your own neighborhood and in places far away, reaching out in compassion and justice to imagine and then build a better world. For example, through the work of missionaries and development partners overseas, and disaster relief workers here in the United States, you are transforming the lives of those affected by the ravages of famine, war, and weather.

You offer extravagant welcome to the spiritually homeless who find warm hospitality, good news, spiritual nourishment, and a community of justice in UCC congregations. Together, we nurture the vitality and deep commitment to ministry of both new and established churches. We also reach people around the world through our growing web ministries, touching the lives of those who are grateful to find a church that will welcome them, no matter where they are on life’s journey.

In every generation and in every place, the United Church of Christ proclaims the continuing testament of the Stillspeaking God who calls us to ministry, including, for example, the youth who bring enthusiasm, energy, and hope to the church. Your generosity supports youth ministries across the church, but you also honor the covenant with a generation that has served long and faithfully, by meeting the needs of retired pastors and their spouses who often live on very modest resources.

Finally, you also support the wider church that makes these and many other ministries possible, from developing leaders and connecting them through the search and call process to providing resources for their ministry, like Sermon Seeds and Worship Ways, ad so many more. Every day, we grow into a more multiracial and multicultural church, a church that lifts up the ministry of women, a church that supports the ministry of those challenged by disabilities but gifted by God. Your giving makes all of this possible.

Once again, we thank you for your faithful generosity and your commitment to the gospel as it is lived out in the United Church of Christ.

Blessings and thanks,

Rev. Geoffrey A. Black

General Minister and President
==============================================================

Perfect love sometimes does not come until the first grandchild.

· Welsh Proverb
ALL SAINTS’ MEMORIAL SUNDAY – October 30, 2011
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On Sunday, October 30th, we will remember friends and members of St. Paul’s who have died within the past year plus those we wish to recall with affection.


Please write your memorial request below and put it in the offering plate or phone, email or mail your request to the church office before Wednesday, October 26th.

                      Name of one to be remembered


____________________________________________________________

Person making request



____________________________________________________________

A special congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, October 9th at 9:45 AM (between services) to approve the purchase of a new Rodgers organ to replace the 50+ year old organ that is no longer working.   The following resolution will be proposed at that meeting:
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WHEREAS, St. Paul’s United Church of Christ is desirous of purchasing a new Rodgers organ from Classic Church Organs which organ will cost between $25,000.00 and $35,000.00, which includes the building of an organ to the specifications of the committee, shipping, installation, training of personnel, all parts, labor or travel for the first 10 years of ownership of said organ.


WHEREAS, there is a down payment that will be required but the balance may be financed up to two years at NO interest.  It is proposed that money for the purchase of this organ will come from special donations, memorial money and Sustaining Fund money.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Church Council of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ is hereby authorized to sign any and all contracts necessary for the purchase and installation of the proposed organ to be purchased from Classic Church Organs.  Said contract may run anywhere from $25,000.00 or less but not to exceed a cost of $35,000.00.  Said contract includes the cost of the organ, shipping, installation, training of personnel and all parts, labor or travel for the first 10 years of ownership.  Said funds will be expended from special donations, memorial money and Sustaining Fund money
ST. PAUL’S CHURCH COUNCIL
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St. Paul's Missions Committee is supporting the education of a student in Haiti through the Ventures In People Foundation for the 2011-12 school year. Guethina Mortine is the student we have sponsored for the past two years and she will be able to remain in school in Mirebelais only with our continued support.

Due to local economic struggles and a necessary raise in the scholarship fees to $150.00, we opted to sponsor only one student this year (last year we were able to sponsor two). However, there is still a waiting list of 325 children wanting and needing to get into the program. If anyone is interested in contributing individually to a scholarship please contact Barb Loomans. Haiti's greatest hope for the future lies in the education of its children. Thank you to St. Paul's for your care and support!
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A memorial service for member Carol Schmid was held on Thursday, September 22, 2011 at Lake View Memorial Park Chapel with Rev. RaeAnn Beebe officiating.  Carol passed away on September 16th, 2011.  Burial was at Lake View Memorial Park.
WE’RE RECYLING


Please bring in any used printer cartridges and St. Paul’s can receive $2 for each one towards supply purchases at Staples.  There’s a box in the Narthex.
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115th Anniversary

        Join in the celebration of the 115th Anniversary of St. Paul's UCC. The day will begin with the community gathering to worship at 9:30 am. There will be no Sunday School that day, so families can worship together. A reception with fun activities will take place at church after the service.

Donations are being accepted to help offset the costs. We have much to celebrate - the past, the present, and the future!
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Please pray for these members/friends of St. Paul’s who are in need of prayer:     Jeanette Cummings(Mary Boss(Jean Ariss(Dan Tesch( Marion Abraham(Debbie Reichard(John Steiner(Anne Boss(Betty Gabbert(Cara Lerch(Muriel Carrillo(Ruth LaSota(Toni Anand(Chris Reichard(Josefina Sandoval.  

Hospitalized at Aurora Medical Center during September was Toni Anand. 

Chris Reichard is receiving treatments in Milwaukee.  Cards may be sent to this address:   Christine Reichard, DOM 43 HOPTEL MB 87, 5000 W. National Ave, Milwaukee WI 53295
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St. Paul’s welcomes new members:  Rev. RaeAnn and
Rory Beebe.


Rory and RaeAnn Beebe have been married for 29 years and are the parents of two adult sons. Ryan is 25 and Randy is 22. They also have a cat named Fluffy. Rory is a RN in the emergency department at St. Agnes Hospital in Fond du Lac. He is also Assistant Fire Chief in 
charge of training for the Plymouth Volunteer Fire Department and coach for the JV Baseball 
team at Plymouth High School. Both Rory and RaeAnn are avid Packer and Brewer fans.

--------------------------------------
BALANCE SHEET –August 2011

ASSETS

West Pointe Bank
          $      3,356.50

Wells Fargo Adv Funds     


Undesignated          $        662.75      


Auto savings
          $      4,454.53


Memorials
          $      6,258.62

Vanguard Fund
          $    69,130.94

I Bond                                $      5,316.00

PHYSICAL ASSETS

Land
         $   100,000.00

Building                  $2,048,200.00
TOTAL ASSETS                         $2,237,379.34

LIABILITIES            

            State Income Taxes         $        344.00   

TOTAL LIABILITIES                     $       344.00

========================
***FLU  CLINIC***

Here at St. Paul’s!

Wednesday, October 5th 

10:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Flu Shot:    $30           Pneumonia Shot:  $65

(Medicare Part B and most Medicare replacement plans are accepted for flu and pneumonia shots.)

Anniversaries

GRUSE, LORI & CLARENCE 
(#22)  
10/03

DAVIES, DONALD & SHELLEY 
(#  6)  
10/11 

JUEDES, MICHAEL & BONNY
(#31) 
10/18

MANN, JEFF & KATE 

(# 8)   
10/18 

MOLITOR, JOE & MARY-BETH 
(#21) 
10/20

BORGMANN, JENNIFER & LON 
(# 8) 
10/25

BURNARD, REV. ERIC & KAY Q.(# 8) 
10/25

TOUSSAINT, WARREN/ NORMA(#61) 
10/27 

GOMACH, RENA  & ROBERT 
(#23) 
10/31



Birthdays

BENSON, HANNAH  


10/01

BENSON, CAMRYN 


10/02

VOAKES, RICHARD 


10/02

JUEDES, JOSH 



10/03

ARISS, JEAN 



10/07

JONES, BARBARA 



10/14

MARKOFSKI, KATHY 


10/16

ROLLMANN, LYNN 


10/17

ANAND, ANTONIA 



10/18

BUELOW, KARL 



10/20

MARKOFSKI, BRIANNE 


10/21

RASEY, DAVID 



10/21

UNMUTH, PRUDY 



10/21

STENERSON, ASHLEE 


10/23

RADIG, SAMANTHA 


10/25

JOACHIM, ELI WILLIAM 


10/26

GASSERE, KATHERINE 


10/28

KRAUSE, JANE 



10/29
The St. Paul's annual golf outing went on as scheduled.  Our numbers were down but the weather was very nice. The winning team was Bob and Val Trampf and Dick Voakes. (Actually, it was Val who saved us on our drives several times.)  Overall, it [image: image19.png]


was a very fun time and as always we had more for dinner than for golfing. The food was very good and the company was even better. So the golf was good, the food was good, and the company was great - you can't beat that!
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Dennis Krause – taking all the       
photographs for the Council Ballots
Barb Jones – preparing September 

Communion

Ruth Hauser, Dorothy Hable, Mabel
Reichard, and Eileen Steiner for 
their tasty treats!  
    

(Also, thank you to others for the monetary donations for coffee hour. Your help and donations are greatly appreciated! If anyone is interested in assisting with coffee hour, please call Val Trampf at 920-235-4507.)
Jack Peterson and Barb Jones - for 
their generous donation of a computer, monitor and keyboard/mouse for the Sanctuary.
 We are grateful to have the newer equipment, which greatly reduced the cost in upgrading the computer to work well with the AV/Sound System. Your kindness is appreciated! 
                    Worship Team

September Giving
September 4

$1875

September 11
$1401

September 18
$2026
September 25
$  NA
  TOTAL

$5302
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FESTIVAL RECEIPTS DUE
Please turn in your Festival receipts in a timely fashion.  We always find many outdated receipts turned in.  This is money lost for St. Paul’s.  Please try to get your receipts here in person or by mail during the current quarter – don’t be late!

This quarter includes July, August and September and are due Sunday, October 9th!  So far this year, we’ve received $343.14 from Festival Foods.
Scrip Overview

At the end of August, Scrip has made around $700 in profits for St. Paul's.  I KNOW that we can bring in at least another $400 by the end of the year.  Let's Make It Happen!!  Buy grocery cards to use for all the yummy fall goodies you'll be baking!  Start planning ahead and purchase Scrip cards for either Christmas gifts or to use for your Christmas shopping!  Buy gas cards to use frequently!! 

Ordering dates through the end of the year are:  October 9th, November 6th & Dec. 4th

REMEMBER TO RETURN YOUR BALLOTS!

Candidates on the ballot for a 3 year term on St. Paul’s Church Council are:


Alfonso Carrillo
Anne Gassere

Barb Jones


Annie Kentopp
Faye Lindemann

Bobbi Reepsdorf

Candidates on another ballot to fulfill a one year term on St. Paul’s Church Council are:        




Val Trampf

John Hauser
Candidate for Sustaining Fund Manager is:
Fred Boss

Northeast WI Assn Delegates are:  

Jeff Schneider
Cristy Schneider

Wis Conference UCC Delegates are:

Val Trampf

Bob Trampf


Please look in this Tidings for your ballots.  You will find two (2) copies of EACH ballot.  Only one person may vote per each ballot.  (If you are the only voting member in your household, discard the 2nd ballots.)  


Ballots must be returned with your name checked off a membership list following any worship service in October.  If you mail your ballot, you must identify yourself on the mailing.  Ballots are due Sunday, October 30th! 


The choir will be singing special music at the 15th anniversary service on October 2nd.  We will be doing an anthem called “Celebration of Joy” which is appropriate for a church anniversary and incorporates the hymn “The Church’s One Foundation”.  The choir will also sing during the communion service singing “When We Meet at Your Table Lord” which incorporates the hymn “God Be With You Till We Meet Again.”

The choir will practice every Thursday in October with choir at 6:45 PM and Bell Choir at 7:45 PM.  If anyone is interested in joining either group, please contact Larry Klausch at 231-3582.


Larry Klausch, Choir Director/Organist

Please mark your calendar for the Installation Service on Sunday, November 13, 2011,  to welcome Rev. RaeAnn Beebe as our settled minister! There will be a church service at 2:00 P.M. with a reception to follow. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for those planning on attending the reception (free will offering). We look forward to our church community gathering to officially welcome Rev. RaeAnn and sharing in this event! 
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