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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
Rev. RaeAnn Beebe     1250 Leonard Point Rd.     Oshkosh, WI  54904

920-231-3080        stpauls@ntd.net     www.stpaulsoshkosh.com
November 2011 Tidings

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:3-6 (NIV)
Last month I spent time at both of our UCC camps. Early in October, I attended a clergy retreat at Moon Beach in St. Germain. The weather was superb for the fall, the colors were magnificent, the company enjoyable, and the camp staff so hospitable. In the middle of the month, I attended the Women Gathered at the Well retreat at Pilgrim Center on Green Lake with 50 or so women including four from St. Paul’s. You can imagine what that weekend was like! It got me thinking how fortunate we are to have these wonderful camps at our disposal – places where families, adults, teenagers, and children can connect with God and each other. If you haven’t been to either of these camps or sent your children to one, you really should consider it, but that’s an article for a later Tidings.

The title of the clergy retreat was “Abundant Ministry in an Age of Scarcity” and our speaker Bruce Ebberly talked about living lives of gratitude. Too often we focus on what we don’t have. The culture we live in supports this focus – just look at the advertizing on TV or in magazines or on the Internet. Daily we are shown products that we are told we just can’t live without – our lives would be so much better or easier if only we owned whatever they are selling. We do not learn to be thankful for what we have; we always want more. This occurs in the church as well. How often have we said, “If only we had more people or more money we could _______.” You fill in the blank. We are not grateful for the gifts we have been given. We want something more.


Since this past summer’s General Synod, I have been asking you to imagine what’s possible and I believe we need to do this. If we don’t, then we will not grow in our faith or challenge ourselves as a community of faith to be faithful disciples of Christ. But I also think we need to be grateful for what we have. It is out of gratitude that we are able to see what is possible and to move into the future.


On October 2, we celebrated 115 years as a congregation and we lifted up what our ancestors in the faith accomplished – building a church building within a year of starting the congregation, training up a man who later became a missionary to Honduras, making homemade jelly for the student nurses at Deaconess Hospital in Milwaukee, gifted musicians who enhanced the worship of the church, and many other things. 

Is there something about St. Paul’s that you are particularly grateful for? Maybe there was a Sunday School teacher who had an impact on your life or maybe it was that prayer shawl you received and every time you wrap it around you, you feel close to God and the church or maybe it was watching the softball team win five games this year or maybe it is the church picnic when you played shark and pulled the pastor under the parachute! If St. Paul’s no longer existed what would you miss? Be thinking about this as I will be asking you to write what about St. Paul’s you are grateful for. On November 13, we will lift up what we are grateful for along with our pledges to the ministries of St. Paul’s and the church of Jesus Christ.

Blessings,
Pastor RaeAnn

Mission in Ministry

Lutheran Campus Ministry-Oshkosh in partnership with United Methodist Campus Ministry is hosting

Mike Yankoski (author/speaker “Under the Overpass”)

Wednesday, November 9th at 7 pm
UW Oshkosh Reeve Union Ballroom 

Free for UWO students and $1 at the door for non-students

 Mike Yankoski went from upper middle class college student to homeless overnight. For more than five months Mike and Sam experienced firsthand the extreme pains of hunger, the constant uncertainty and danger of living on the streets, exhaustion, depression, and social rejection—and all of this by their own choice.
Local churches, youth and members of the community are encouraged to attend this event and hear this inspiring young man speak about his 5-month journey as one of the homeless.  

The Day-by-Day Warming Shelter in Oshkosh will also be present to answer questions about the shelter and homelessness right here in Oshkosh.  It is the hope of the sponsors that this event will empower and encourage individuals to realize that each of us has the ability to put our faith into action and make a real difference.  We hope to see you there!
For questions, please contact Connie Weiss @ 920-231-1168
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Please pray for these members/friends of St. Paul’s who are in need of prayer: 

Jeanette Cummings(Mary Boss(Jean Ariss(Dan Tesch( Debbie Reichard(John Steiner(Anne Boss(Cara Lerch(Muriel Carrillo(Ruth LaSota(Chris Reichard(Josefina Sandoval(Rod Robien.
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INTERFAITH FESTIVAL OF GRATITUDE

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 23 @ 7 pm

GRAND OPERA HOUSE

Social time following at First Congregational Church
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INSTALLATION SERVICE

FOR

PASTOR BEEBE

Sunday, November 13, 2011

                2:00 PM

                  Reception to Follow
A new chapter in the life of St. Paul’s begins this day.  This is the time for celebration in officially welcoming Pastor Beebe as our minister.  A time for us to “shine” in welcoming her family, guests and friends.

There will be no sign up sheet.  Everyone is welcome!
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The 115th Anniversary Committee would like to thank all who attended the dinner and celebration. Thank you also to all who donated time, talent, and treasure to make the celebration possible. 
Donations are still being accepted as we are a little short of covering expenses. A special thank you to those who helped serve the meal - Camryn Benson, Barb Loomans, Devin Loomans, and Brynna Loomans - to John Hauser and Dennis Krause for assistance with setting up and running the dishwasher, and to Logan Mann for his assistance. 

Biblical Texts for Personal Devotions and Reflection


The Revised Common Lectionary assigns four scripture passages for each Sunday. Except for the season of Eastertide, there is a passage from the Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament), a Psalm, an Epistle (one of the letters), and a passage from the Christian Scripture (New Testament). During the season of Eastertide a passage from the Acts of the Apostles is substituted for one from the Hebrew Scriptures. Following are the texts for the month of November. It is my hope that providing you with the texts for each Sunday will assist you in the practice of personal devotions.


Blessings to you.

November 6:
Joshua 24:1-3a; Psalm 78:1-7; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13

November 13:
Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; I Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30

November 20:
Ezekiel 34:11-16; Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46
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November 27:
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; I Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37

Be sure to return your 2012 pledge card by November 13th.  Save us a phone call to remind you!

2011 POINSETTIA ORDER
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I would like to order __________(number) poinsettias. 

---------- Red -------White -------- Pink ---------- Marble

They will honor/remember (circle one)



____________________________________________________________





(Name)

Given by: _________________________________________________              

ENCLOSED is the $12.50 for each plant. 

DEADLINE for ordering is Sunday, November 20th

:1

For the first 11 days of November, United Church of Christ congregations, colleges, seminaries, and health and human service agencies, will join together in a collective mission campaign to collect more than 1 million food items for local food pantries, raise $111,111 in online donation for Neighbors in Need, and write 11,111 letters to Congress in support of hunger related policies. As a part of this Mission: 1 effort, St. Paul’s will collect our food pantry offerings on that day. The basket will be in the front of the minster and you are invited to place your food items in the basket.
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 We extend our sympathy to Pastor RaeAnn and her family on the death of her mother-in-law, Marjorie Beebe, on Saturday, October 15th.  Services were held in Ft. Atkinson on Saturday, October 22nd with Pastor RaeAnn officiating.

thank you for 

VIP Haiti Student Scholarship Update
We reported last month that the Missions Committee is continuing to sponsor our student in Haiti, Guethina Mortine. 

This month, there is even more good news! The Juedes family is sponsoring two scholarships in honor of sons Josh and Matt - in gratitude for their good health and the degrees that they had the opportunity to pursue and attain. Bonny and Mike had the opportunity to visit Haiti on their honeymoon, at a time when the government was less corrupt [image: image11.png]4
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and before so many natural disasters ravaged the beautiful island nation. It is wonderful that they want to "give back" to the place that provided those treasured memories! 


Ventures in People volunteers are taking an annual trip to Haiti in November to check in with the education program, so we hope to have some news about the students after that trip is complete. Thank you Juedes family for your thoughtful generosity! 

Thank you to all who sent cards after my surgery wishing me well.  I am overwhelmed by your caring.
Toni Anand
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ADVENT EVENT

Mark your calendars for Advent Fellowship on Sunday, November 20, 2011 at 11:45 am. A pot-luck dinner will start the event with beverages provided. 

The traditional activities of decorating the Sanctuary and Christmas tree, crafting and singing Christmas carols will follow. Join us to start the Advent Season!
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Sunday, November 13th is Stewardship Sunday
at St. Paul’s.


Watch your mail for the special letter and Commitment Card that we ask you to return on November 13th when we will dedicate our intentions to God.  If you can’t join us that day, please send your card to the church office.  Your commitment helps the Church Council to plan financially for 2012 and is a response to all that God has given us. 
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS

SUNDAY, NOV. 6TH

2012 VOLUNTEERS Needed!


Posted in the Narthex are the 2012 signup sheets for Altar Flower Delivery and monthly Communion Preparation.

For communion, you sign up for only one month of preparing communion.  For flower delivery, you choose a month and deliver the flowers ONLY on the Sundays that they have not been reserved by anyone.  It’s usually only 1-2 Sundays per month. Lynn Rollmann (233-0937) is happy to help  you with any of these tasks for St. Paul’s.

Neighbors In Need Offering

[image: image16.png]5y

Instatlation




Thank you all for your generosity to the Neighbors In Need offering that was received on October 2nd. St. Paul’s gave $200.00 to this offering. Your support of the Justice and Witness Ministries of the United Church of Christ is greatly appreciated. 

If you would still like to contribute to this offering, please write Neighbors In Need on your check or envelope and place it in the offering plate on any Sunday. We will see that it is sent in to the UCC National Office in Cleveland.


Brittany Anderson and Jose Jimenez were united in Holy Matrimony on Saturday, October 15, 2011 at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ with Rev. RaeAnn Beebe officiating.  

Special Congregation Meeting October 9th 2011

Present:  President Bob Trampf, Secretary Andrew Josephs, Toni Anand, Faye Lindemann, Jack Meyer, and Anne Boss.  

President Trampf called the meeting to order at 9:59 a.m.

It was determined that a quorum of voting members of St. Paul’s UCC was present.  

The meeting was held in order to vote on the proposal that was presented to the members of St. Paul’s UCC.  Since the current organ is no longer working, a committee was put together to find a replacement.  The proposal was to approve the purchase of a new organ for the sanctuary.  Lowell Reepsdorf made a motion to approve the purchase of a new organ that will not exceed $35,000 with a 20% down payment needed and the money coming from special collections and Sustaining Fund.  Curt Bahr seconded the motion.  Approved by majority consent.

If you would like a copy of the actual proposal, please contact the church office or a council member.

Submitted by Andrew Josephs, Secretary
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Dennis Krause –  taking church ballot photos
Reepsdorfs – pumpkins for Fall Festival
Jeff Schneider – new van driver

Eileen Redemann – tabulating of Festival Foods receipts

Jack Petersen – folding weekly worship bulletins and sending of

greeting cards    
Anne Sheldon​ – birthday cards to all Sunday School children

October Giving
October 2

$2595

October 9

$1669

October 16

$1423

October 23

$1255

October 30

   NA

  TOTAL

$6942

Each One Bring 1 Sunday – November 6, 2011

If you invite them, they will come. It’s a simple concept that works! How often does a friend tell you that he or she has been waiting for an invitation to your home? In your mind, this person may not need an invitation. You have been to your friend’s home often enough. But that person feels the need for an invitation to yours. 

Your friends may know that you attend St. Paul’s, and may have heard exciting things about what St. Paul’s is doing, but they still need you to extend an invitation.

Research suggests that three out of four people attend a church for the first time because they were invited. However, less than two percent of church members will ever invite someone to church. That means there is an abundance of people simply waiting for an invitation . . . from you. 

Use the opportunity of Each One Bring One Sunday to showcase the mission of St. Paul’s and to build relationships. Churches grow when members extend personal invitations to others.

Pray for those you want to invite to church then invite them to attend worship with you on November 6. To assist you in inviting them, St. Paul’s postcards will be available with worship times listed. You just add your own personal message. You can either hand the postcards out yourself or leave them at church and we will mail them out for you (please address them if you choose this option).
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
St. Paul’s Church Council Meeting- Wednesday October 12th 2011

Present:  President Bob Trampf, Vice-President Jeff Schneider, Secretary Andrew Josephs, Anne Boss, Jack Meyer, Deb Wriedt, Faye Lindemann,  Church Secretary Liz Joachim, Christian Education Director Sherri Landig, and Reverend RaeAnn Beebe 

Absent:  Marcia Marks and Toni Anand

President Bob called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   Reverend Beebe led the group with a prayer.
Minister’s Report:  RaeAnn went over her schedule for the month.  A written copy can be found in the office if needed. 

Secretary’s Report:  Jack made a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by Faye.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Treasurer’s Report/Bills:  Jeff made a motion to pay the bills and was seconded by Debbie.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Christian Education Director’s Report:  Sherri went over what she did for the month.  A copy of her report is available in the church office if needed. 

Old Business:

Organ committee update:  After approving a motion to go ahead with ordering a new organ, we plan to see the installation finished possibly by mid November.

Concealed weapon sign:  In case you haven’t noticed, there is a new sign posted as you pull into the parking lot.  With the new concealed weapon law going into effect soon the council has decided that there will be no concealed weapons allowed on the church premises.  If you have any questions about the decision to not allow weapons or the sign, please contact a council member.

New Business:

Scholarship request:  Cristy Schneider has requested a scholarship for her schooling.  Her grades have been submitted to the scholarship committee and she meets all of the qualifications.  Debbie made a motion to approve the $500 scholarship and it was seconded by Faye.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Christmas worship services:  
There will be two services on Christmas Eve and one service each on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  The one service on Christmas and New Year’s Day will be at 10:00.  The two services on Christmas Eve still need to have the times determined.

Sanctuary computer issues:  Val Trampf and Faye Lindemann are working with council to find a way to fix the internet speed in the sanctuary.  We are also looking into purchasing a new hard-drive to support the power point presentation as well as the internet video clips that RaeAnn uses.  

Sustaining Fund 3rd Quarter request:     
Organ repair cost to determining that it needed to be replaced 
$  239.49                                           Roof repair to fix leak in mothers’ room                              

$3951.75

          Cristy Schneider scholarship                                               

$  500.00
          Anderson Heating and Cooling (boiler repair)



$  350.00
          Total                                                                                    

$5041.24

Faye made a motion to request the money from the Sustaining Fund as designated above and seconded by Jack.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Heating and cooling issues:  
After many issues we have had without heating and cooling system and a long discussion Jack made a motion to stop using Anderson Heating and Cooling and go back to Gartman.  Anne seconded the motion and approved by unanimous consent.  Bob will be contacting both parties and keep out church comfortable as the cold weather approaches.

Van driver shortage:   Jeff Schneider has agreed to assist with van driving on Sundays.          

Organizations and Committees Reports:

Coffee Hour/Celebration:  No report received


   Fellowship   Fellowship is planning the Fall Festival. Bobbi and Lowell Reepsdorf are donating pumpkins. Cristy Schneider will be overseeing the event. Sherri Landig is assisting with activities for the children. I am providing Cristy with Fellowship information so she can take over organizing the various activities throughout the year. I will continue to prepare coffee hour and assist with the church service. I’d like to focus more on enhancing worship service and promoting growth/welcoming visitors.

 Missions  Considering a pillow day in November.  Received bell ringing information.


 Building and Ground   No report received


            Church Outreach  No report received

            Crafts:  No report received  

Meeting called to close at 9:00 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Andrew Josephs Secretary

***************************************************************************************

          Address Update

Warren and Norma Toussaint 
1040 N. Westfield St. Apt 312

Oshkosh WI 54902
Reminders
*Please continue to bring in your used computer ink cartridges.  We earn cash for each one we recycle which helps with our office expenses.
*We can always use cans for delivery of altar flowers.  The tall (6¾”) juice cans are ideal for that use.
October Flowers
October 9 – Honored the birthday of Barb Jones given by her dad, Jack Petersen
October 23 – Remembered Wes Abraham given by Marion, Lori, David, Jean, Andrew and Jenna

Worship bulletins on Sunday, October 23rd were provided in honor of the 
Thanks to Lynn Rollman for preparing communion for October.  She is need of someone to help prepare it for December.   Please contact Lynn if you can help.

November birthdays
June Otto

November 3
Joyce Rasey

November 5
Jim Beck

November 6
Carol Cameron
November 7
Brad Britton

November 10
Wendy Deffibaugh
November 13
Ruth Hauser

November 17
Ruth Harnitz

November 18
Debbie Wriedt
November 19
Rory Beebe

November 23
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Chris Reichard

November 30

Phil and Gloria Panoch
November 13
#43
Warren and Norma Toussaint
          BALANCE SHEET –September 2011

ASSETS

West Pointe Bank
          $      1,887.45

Wells Fargo Adv Funds    

Undesignated         $         662.75      


Auto savings
          $      4,454.53


Memorials
          $      6,258.62

Vanguard Fund
          $    80,422.36

I Bond                                $      5,316.00

PHYSICAL ASSETS

Land
          $  100,000.00

Building                  $2,048,200.00
TOTAL ASSETS                         $2,247,201.71  


 

         $2,148,200.00

Thanksgiving

If the only prayer you said in your whole life was, "thank you," that would suffice. 
Meister Eckhart
----------------------------------------------------------

He who thanks but with the lips
Thanks but in part;
The full, the true Thanksgiving
Comes from the heart.
J.A. Shedd
----------------------------------------------------------

I awoke this morning with devout thanksgiving for my friends, the old and new. 
Will Carleton 
----------------------------------------------------------

Thanksgiving, after all, is a word of action. 
W.J. Cameron
----------------------------------------------------------
“Thanksgiving Day is a jewel, to set in the hearts of honest men, but be careful that you do not take the day and leave out the gratitude.” 
E.P. Powell
----------------------------------------------------------

“So once in every year we throng
Upon a day apart,
To praise the Lord with feast and song
In thankfulness of heart.”
Arthur Guiterman, The First Thanksgiving
----------------------------------------------------------

“Remember God's bounty in the year. String the pearls of His favor. Hide the dark parts, except so far as they are breaking out in light! Give this one day to thanks, to joy, to gratitude!”
Henry Ward Beecher
----------------------------------------------------------

“Thanksgiving Day comes, by statute, once a year; to the honest man it comes as frequently as the heart of gratitude will allow.” 
Edward Sandford Martin
----------------------------------------------------------
www.thanksgiving-day.org/thanksgiving-day-quotes.html






