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Pastor RaeAnn Beebe     1250 Leonard Point Rd.     Oshkosh, WI  54904

920-231-3080        stpauls@ntd.net     www.stpaulsoshkosh.com
March 2011 Tidings

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; 

come into his presence with singing.     Psalm 100: 1-2

Fruitful congregations practice Passionate Worship*. People define worship in many ways. For some it is personal devotions. For others it is meditation or private prayer. For others still it is the faith community gathering at a specific time and in a specific place. However you define worship, it is characterized by a deliberate seeking to encounter God in Christ. Those practices we engage in privately depend on those we engage in as a gathered community and visa versa.  They complement and reinforce one another, adding richness to the experience of each. They do not take the place of one another. Worship defines God’s people and was one of the reasons God liberated the Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt. (Exodus 8:1) Worship changes minds, opens hearts, and changes behavior.

Passionate Worship, whether traditional or contemporary, means an extraordinary eagerness to offer the best in worship, honoring God with excellence and with an unusual clarity about the purpose of connecting people to God. Passionate Worship is alive, authentic, fresh, and engaging. It derives from the experience of God’s presence, the desire of worshipers for God’s Word, and the changed heart people deliberately seek when they encounter Christ in the presence of other Christians. An hour of Passionate Worship changes all the other hours of the week.

As a congregation, we must continually ask ourselves, what we can do to improve our worship? Does our worship help people find a way to God? While worship leaders – pastor, musicians – have special roles to play in answering these questions, the congregation has a role to play as well. In churches that practice Passionate Worship, people do not merely show up and sit passively in their seats. They are actively engaged, genuinely connected, personally addressed, and deeply challenged. The congregation is not just a crowd of people experiencing the same thing, but a community is formed where people feel connected, cared for, and loved.

What each person brings to worship shapes the experience for everyone as much as what he or she finds there. We do not come to worship just for ourselves; we are there for others as well. Here are some questions to ponder: 

· How do I prepare my heart, mind, and soul for worship?

· How do I offer myself and my best to serve in worship?

· What kind of attitude and eagerness do I bring with me to worship?

The motivation for enhancing the quality of worship is not only about deepening our own faith but also about allowing God to use us and our congregation to offer hope and life and love to others. God works through us to change the world. Worship is God’s gift and task, a sacred trust that requires our utmost and highest.

Blessings,

Pastor RaeAnn

*5 Practices of Fruitful Congregations; Passionate Worship workbook by Robert Schnase

St. Paul’s Church Council Meeting- Wednesday February 9th 2011

Present:  President Bob Trampf, Vice-President Jeff Schneider, Secretary Andrew Josephs, Marcia Marks, Jack Meyer, Deb Wriedt, Faye Lindemann, Toni Anand, Pastor RaeAnn Beebe, Christian Education Director Sherri Landig   

Absent:  Anne Boss and Church Secretary Liz Joachim

President Bob called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   Reverend Beebe led the group with a prayer

Minister’s Report:  RaeAnn went over her schedule for the month.  A written copy can be found in the office if needed.
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Secretary’s Report:  Toni made a motion to accept the minutes from January and was seconded by Jack.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Correspondence:  Council received a Thank You note from Lynn Rollmann thanking us for the gift card she received.  Cristy Schneider also sent a note of thanks for the scholarship money she received.

Treasurer’s Report/Bills: Marcia made a motion to pay the current bills and was seconded by Faye.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Christian Education Director’s Report:  Sherri went over what she did for the month.  A copy of her report is available in the church office if needed. 

Old Business:

Maintenance Issues:  As discussed at an earlier meeting there had been some issues with the internet speed in the sanctuary.  We decided to continue with the $10 a month upgrade in speed which seems to have helped the problem.

Safe Sanctuary:  The group has met and are working on putting a plan together.  They hope to present to the congregation soon.

Pastoral Relations Committee:  RaeAnn and the committee are going to meet on Feb. 14th.

New Business:

Summer worship schedule:  Discussions have been tabled until next month.

Approval of committees:  This has been tabled until next month.

Organizations and Committees Reports:

Coffee Hour/Celebration:  We are leaving a few treats and coffee in the decanters available in the narthex following 2nd service.  Herb Tesch and Jack Peterson agreed to clean up afterwards.  If this doesn’t work we will simply have coffee hour between services.  Barb Jones is seeking volunteers to help clean the kitchen.


   Fellowship  Planning a bowling event for Saturday March 26th at 4 pm.  The cost is $7 per person which includes 2 games of bowling and shoes.


Missions:  It was reported that the Salvation Army monthly meals have been cancelled due to lack of volunteers.

Building and Grounds:  No report received


Church Outreach:  No report received


Crafts:  No report received

Adjournment:  8:30 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer

Submitted by Andrew Josephs, Secretary
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Greetings from the Christian Education Director....................... 


As I watch the snow swarming outside my window, I am marveling at the beauty of it. I know that God made the snow and according to a study, no two snowflakes are the same. Think about that! With all the snow in the world, no two flakes are the same. It boggles my mind thinking about it. Soon it will be time to move those flakes, and I will be thanking God for making them and for their beauty!

I am getting excited because it is that time of the year..... time to start thinking about Vacation Bible School. What I know for sure is that we will be going to All Saints Church for VBS. St. Paul’s will be collaborating with All Saints and Calvary like we have done in the past. We are talking about holding our session on August 1st to 4th. I will be confirming that next month. Rumor has it our theme has something to do with panda bears????? Stay tuned for more information later.
                                           Dates to keep in mind for the future are:
April 24th--no Sunday School
May 7th--plant flowers for Mother’s Day
May 22nd--Celebration Sunday


Have fun with the snow. Spring is around the corner and soon we will be marveling at the beauty of Spring. God is always giving us something to admire. Lucky us!

Blessings, 
Sherri Landig
Biblical Texts for Personal Devotions and Reflection


The Revised Common Lectionary assigns four scripture passages for each Sunday. Except for certain seasons of the church year, there is a passage from the Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament), a Psalm, an Epistle (one of the letters), and a passage from the Christian Scripture (New Testament). Following are the texts for the month of March. It is my hope that providing you with the texts for each Sunday will assist you in preparing for worship on Sunday mornings.
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Blessings to you.

March 6:
Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9    

March 13:
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11

March 20:
Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; Matthew 17:1-9

March 27:
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42
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Did you make a resolution to lose weight this year?  Do you want to start a new month with a new nutrition plan?  SCRIP welcomes a new retailer starting in March - Nutrisystem!  They are selling $50 gift cards with a 12% contribution rate.  On the flip side, if you're looking to buy more groceries, Pick N Save added a $100 gift card option and that is offered at the same 4% contribution rate as the $25 cards.  

In March 2010, the SCRIP program made $196.25 for St. Paul's.  Let's see if we can beat that this year!  Pick up your SCRIP ordering form today!  
Upcoming ordering dates are:  March 27th and April 24th

On Sunday, February 20th, St. Paul’s welcomed Pat Rabe into our church family:
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I am married to my husband John.  We have three grown children-Laura (Ron) Holmes, Leann Rabe and Scott Rabe and one granddaughter-Megan.  Both my husband and I are recently retired and still in the exploring stages of our retirement.  We have a place up north that we plan on enjoying more this summer.

Pat has been a faithful member of our Contemporary Praise Team for several years already.  

Welcome Pat and her husband John!
115th Anniversary Committee
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This year is the 115th Anniversary of St. Paul’s UCC. We are looking for 3-4 people to organize ways to celebrate this anniversary. If you are interested in being a part of this committee, please call the church office or let Pastor RaeAnn know.
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        Please pray for these members/friends of St. Paul’s who are in need of prayer:      Anita Faust(Carol Schmid(Dorothy Bunker(Irene

Messer(Jeanette Cummings(Mary Boss(Jean Ariss( Anne Boss(Marian Litke(Dan Tesch(Robert Faust(Deb Reichard(Wes Abraham(Lois Liverman(Bob Stenerson(Sandi Krause(
Ruth Lasota. 
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Camp Sunday – March 13th
The Wisconsin Conference of the UCC is fortunate to have two camps in the state.  Pilgrim Center is located on the shores of Green Lake in the rolling hills of central WI. Moon Beach is located near Eagle River in the beauty of Wisconsin’s North woods. Jeff Puhlmann-Becker has been the Managing Director of Pilgrim Center for more than 25 years and Glenn 
Svetnicka has been the Managing Director at Moon Beach for 10 years. 

Gifts to OCWM help support United Church Camps, Inc. On Sunday March 13th, we celebrate the ministries of Pilgrim Center and Moon Beach. Those who have attended camp are invited to wear their camp shirts, to bring pictures from camp, and display any other camp items.

St. Paul’s and the Northeast Association offer scholarships for those attending camp. Camp brochures are now available in the Narthex.
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Ash Wednesday/Lent


Ash Wednesday begins our 40 day journey of Lent. Lent is a time when we are invited to simplify our lives and focus on our relationship with God in Christ. It is a time of self-reflection and preparation.

Ash Wednesday services will be held on March 9th at 7:30 pm. During the service, the imposition of ashes will be offered.

A sign of the cross is made on the forehead with the ashes. The ashes remind us of our mortality and sin. The cross reminds us of Jesus’ resurrection and forgiveness. It is a powerful, non-verbal way that we can experience God’s forgiveness as we return to Jesus.

If you would like to know more about Lent, a booklet is available at church. A list of daily scripture readings for the season of Lent is also available at church. If you would like either of these booklets and cannot pick one up at church, contact the office and one will be sent. 

 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

March 4th @ Algoma Blv UMC at 1:30 PM.  The  theme is “How Many Loaves Have You” which calls us to share our gifts for the good of all.
MISSION REPORT

Due to lack of volunteers, the Missions Committee has decided to cancel the monthly meals at the Salvation Army.  It is unfortunate because it is a very worthy and much needed service to the community.  Perhaps if there is interest in the future, we can look into starting it up again.


There are no meetings or activities scheduled for the near future.

 

Women Gathered at the Well


Women of St. Paul’s mark your calendars for a possible women’s retreat at Pilgrim Center October 21-23.

In Biblical times, women gathered at the well for a very practical reason – to collect water to sustain life. While they were there they met other women and they came to treasure this community and the support that other women gave in times of great joy or times of need. This community of “women at the well” was one that nourished these women with a sense of belonging, support, and love.
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Even today, women gather in communities and at times which are women-centered, providing a unique and treasured opportunity to share, celebrate, and support one another. This retreat invites women to the shores of Green Lake – by the living waters – to explore some of the “hidden” or forgotten Biblical women. Utilizing Judy Chicago’s provocative art piece The Dinner Party, we will reflect upon women who have made a difference in our lives. We will honor and celebrate these women with our own art and feasting. This retreat will be lead by Rev. Debbie Payden.


Cost for the retreat is $155.00. There is a discount for early registration and scholarships are available from St. Paul’s and the Northeast Association.

Please consider being a van driver for the late service on any Sunday morning that you choose.  This is a mission of St. Paul’s that is desperately needed by several members of our congregation who are unable to attend worship without this service of ours.  For questions or to volunteer, call the church office or Wes Abraham at 231-1266.



March Anniversaries

BOSS, FRED & ANNE (42 yrs) 
03/07

KARST, TRICIA (LAMAR) (6 yrs) 
03/19

March Birthdays

ROBINETTE, KATIE  


03/01

KARST, WALKER GORDON 
03/02

TESCH, IRWIN 


03/04

VOAKES, JOANNE 


03/04

BERNA, DORRIE 


03/05

SCHNEIDER, KATIE ANN 

03/08

GOMACH, RENA 


03/13

SHELDON, ANNA 


03/20

TESCH, MERANDA  


03/20

TRAMPF, ROBERT 


03/20 

ABRAHAM, ANDREW 

03/22 GASSERE, ANNE 


03/24

MANN, KATE 



03/24 

BETTCHER, BRECCA 

03/25

ROBIEN, MICHELLE 


03/25

ABRAHAM, MARION 


03/26

STANG, JODI 


03/26

HABLE, DOROTHY 


03/30

TOUSSAINT, NORMA 

03/31 


We are looking for people to help with Easter Breakfast, Sunday, April 24, 2011. 


We need volunteers to make a baked spaghetti dish or egg bake and also help with set up/clean up. Anyone willing to help please contact Val Trampf, 920-904-0871. 

Please sign up for the Ash Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner in the Narthex.  Wednesday, March 9th.  Dinner will be served starting at 6:00 PM followed by worship at 7:30 PM.  A free will offering will be taken for the dinner.
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If you have SPARE time and want to STRIKE up conversation with friends, join us for BOWLING at Oshkosh Lanes, Saturday, March 26, 2011 at 4:00 PM. 


Cost is $7.00 per person, which includes 2 games of bowling and shoe rental. The cost is the same for adults and children. We will have a few lanes with bumpers for the little ones…and for some of us older ones who need help, too! If you are not a bowler, come join us for cheering and fun!  There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Hope to see you there!    

Social Justice Opportunity
Restorative Justice brings victims, offenders and the community together to heal the harm caused by crime. The Prison Ministry Project of the Wisconsin UCC will be leading a Restorative Justice Program at the Wisconsin Resource Center in Oshkosh on Tuesday mornings beginning March 22 and going through May 24. 

It is hoped people of faith from the Fox Valley will be interested in joining other community volunteers in this project.  This is a ministry of presence.  No experience is necessary and you are more than welcome to come just once to see how the program works inside the walls.  For more information please contact Janet Pugh at janet.pugh@charter.net or phone 608-233-2139.

February Giving

February 6

$5831

February 13
$1854

February 20
$ 659

February 27
$1179
    TOTAL

$9523

Hospitalized during February were Deb Richard, Lois Liverman, John Rabe and Carol Schmid.
MEN’S CLUB

St. Paul’s Men’s Club thanks all those who purchased chili and/or chicken soup from them on “Souper Bowl” Sunday.  They earned nearly $200 for their projects that help with maintenance and lawn care for the church.

Why not join the men at their next breakfast:  March 5 @ 9 AM @ Two Brother’s Restaurant.  They’d love to have you!
Credence Shelf flowers on February 6th honored the birthday of Warren Toussaint given by Norma Toussaint.

HOW ABOUT LEARNING TO

PREPARE COMMUNION FOR St. Paul’s?


If you’re interested, but have never tried it, Lynn Rollmann is happy to help anyone learn the simple job of preparing communion for one Sunday.  You pick the Sunday.  It’s really very easy.  Check with Lynn for questions (233-0937) regarding an important volunteer task for St. Paul’s.
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS

TIME BEGINS

Set your clocks ahead

 for 

Sunday, March 13th! 

2010  Receipts
Please continue to save receipts and pop cans for
St. Paul’s.  Here is a summary of what we collect

during 2010:


Festival Foods

$498.89


Morton Drug

$   42.71

Pick ‘n Save

$133.25


Pop cans

$   41.00

  TOTAL

$715.85
How Are We Doing Through January 2011?
Income
$14,106

Expense                               $15,857
 

 ( 1,751)

Pledged Income expected
$12,350

Pledged Income received
$  8,451 *
                      ( 3,899)

*This is pledged income ONLY.  Does not include other misc income received

          BALANCE SHEET – January 2011

ASSETS

West Pointe Bank
           $     6,726.73

Wells Fargo Adv Funds         $     9,850.65

Vanguard Fund
           $   50,228.08

I Bond                                    $     5,000.00

PHYSICAL ASSETS


Land

         
           $   100,000.00

Building                 
           $2,048,200.00
TOTAL ASSETS                               $2,219,975.46
LIABILITIES

SS & Med Taxes

             

Federal taxes

State Income Taxes
$        186.20
TOTAL LIABILITIES
$        186.20

THANKS TO –
                                           Lynn Rollmann – for preparing February communion
                                           To all who contributed towards the $163.20 collected on Mission Sunday for the Nursing Home Crafts group.
                                            To all who contributed towards end-of-the-year bonus gifts for our staff.  Thanks from all of us!  



FROM: Wisconsin Conference United Church of Christ

Dear Friends and Partners in Ministry:



 Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity in giving to OCWM (“Our Church’s Wider Mission”) through the Wisconsin Conference.  We are all aware that these are difficult times in our nation’s economy, and many churches are challenged by rising costs and greater demand for local missions.  We are, therefore, deeply grateful for your continuing gifts to support the wider settings of our church.

· Our 229 churches gave 96.3% of their accepted goals to OCWM.

· 94 congregations fulfilled at least 85% of their OCWM goal and also supported the 4 special offerings of the UCC.

· Total OCWM giving by conference churches was $1,904,423.  This amount was slightly more than budgeted OCWM income.

· The 2010 budget had a deficit of $46,000 but with positive OCWM response and careful management of expenses, the actual deficit was $13,000.

I am thankful for your faithfulness . . . I pray the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the blessings of God’s grace on your congregation’s ministry.

David S. Moyer, Conference Minister
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EASTER FLOWER ORDER

PLEASE HAVE YOUR EASTER FLOWER ORDER ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY SUNDAY, MARCH 27nd  

____ Lilies @ $13.50                        ____Hyacinths@ $13.00

____Tulips @ $13.00

____ Daffodils@ $13.75                   ____Mums @ $14.50

____Hydrangea@ $28.00

                                       (Pink or blue?)

Total Costs:$________




____Azaleas@ $24.00         
(Payment MUST be enclosed)

In memory or in honor of (circle one):

__________________________________________________________________

Given by:__________________________________ Phone:_______________________ 










�









