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     July 2011 Tidings

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Psalm 119:105
Summer is finally here! School is out, the weather is getting warmer, and vacations have started. Yeah! I know that many of you have plans for the summer and quite a few of you enjoy camping. One thing (okay the only thing) I like about camping is the campfire! I can’t think of anything more enjoyable and relaxing than sitting around the fire roasting hot dogs, eating lots of sticky smores, singing songs, and telling stories.

Long before people could read or write, long before words were printed in books, people would gather around the fire and tell stories – stories of their family, stories of their faith, stories that helped form their identities.  The same stories told over and over, but in different ways depending on who was telling the story. As the Hebrew people wandered those 40 years in the wilderness, they would gather the group together and tell the stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, the forefathers of the faith. They would tell the stories of God’s promises to Abraham and how Abraham became the father of Ishmael and Isaac even though he was very old. They would tell the stories of Jacob stealing the blessing and birthright from his twin brother Esau. They would tell the stories of Joseph’s conflicts with his brothers and Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams. It was this ability that saved his family and it is what had brought their ancestors to Egypt in the first place. The telling of these stories sustained them during their time in the wilderness and helped them to form their identity as a people. As people learned to read and write, the stories were written down. They continued to be shared and we have them today our Bibles where they help shape and form our identity as well.

This summer we are going to go back to that tradition of telling stories around the campfire, of passing along the stories of our faith. The lectionary this summer contains all of those stories of how the Hebrew people struggled with their call to be the people of God. When you are not sitting around your own campfires, join us around the campfire this summer (there will be one in the sanctuary – not lit of course) to hear the stories of faith maybe for the first time or maybe for the hundredth time. We can never hear the best stories enough!

Blessings,

Pastor RaeAnn

St. Paul’s Church Council Meeting- Tuesday June 8th 2011
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Present:  President Bob Trampf, Vice-President Jeff Schneider, Secretary Andrew Josephs, Marcia Marks, Toni Anand, Anne Boss, Jack Meyer, Faye Lindemann, Deb Wriedt, Pastor RaeAnn Beebe, Church Secretary Liz Joachim, Christian Education Director Sherri Landig   

Absent:  None

President Bob called the meeting to order at 6:26 p.m.   Pastor RaeAnn led the group with a prayer

Minister’s Report:  RaeAnn went over her schedule for the month.  A written copy can be found in the office if needed.

Secretary’s Report:  Jeff made a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by Faye.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Correspondence:  Dear council, We would like to thank Pastor RaeAnn, Sherri Landig, and Anne Gassere for a wonderful confirmation experience for Hannah.  The service on May 15th was really nice and many of our family and friends commented on it.  We really appreciate the flexibility of the scheduling throughout the past few years.  Also, thank you for allowing us to use the church facilities for our confirmation party.  It was so convenient just to have all the guests stay right at church and not have to worry about accommodating everyone at our house if it rained.     Don and Amanda Benson.

Thank you for allowing us to use the church building and parking lot for the rummage sale on May 28th.  The weather was a little shaky at first, but it held out, and allowed us to display all of the goodies outside in the parking lot for the passing traffic to see.  The sale was held from 7 to 3 and we had a steady stream of customers all day.  Some even commented that they had stopped by at last year’s rummage sale.  It was a great day to find some deals, clean out some clutter, and fellowship with others.     
The Benson Family, The Loomans Family, The Gassere Family, Sherri Landig, and Anand Family.

Treasurer’s Report/Bills:  Deb made a motion to pay the bills and was seconded by Jack.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Christian Education Director’s Report:  Sherri went over what she did for the month which included Confimation and Celebration Sunday.  A copy of her report is available in the church office if needed. 

Old Business:

Maintenance Issues:    Jeff is trying to work with John Anderson to make the transition from using the boiler in the winter to using the air conditioner for the hot summer months ahead.  Despite a few issues with the lawn mowers, Dennis has been working hard at keeping the lawn looking great.

Approval of committees:  Vice President Jeff is still working closely with the committees to get some new organization.

Funeral committee request:  Due to the fact that our tables are very heavy and difficult for the funeral crew to move around at times, they have requested to use some of their funds to purchase a few new tables.  They are looking at picking up a few lightweight plastic tables.  Sherri recently brought in a catalogue so we could look at prices.

Nominating committee update:  Jeff Schneider has decided to not run for council next year so he will be helping Bob with rounding up candidates for the vacant council seats.

Scholarship requests:  The Loomans family has requested camp scholarships for their girls.  Marcia made a motion to approve a $75 scholarship for each girl for a total of $150.  Deb seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous consent.

New Business:

Membership update “students”:   RaeAnn is looking at possibly changing definitions of members.  We have a list of “students” that may need to be redefined.  

Adventures in Music summer contract:  Since the class is going to be cutting back hours we are looking at cutting back the fees to use fellowship hall.  

Ordination shuttle:  Bob has contacted a few bus companies regarding using a shuttle to get down to RaeAnn’s ordination.  The date is Saturday July 16th at 2 pm.  If you wish to ride the shuttle, it will be $8 per person and sign up will start soon.

Sports Ministry fees:  Liz gave Andrew the money received from the spare change collection.  The remaining fees will hopefully be raised at the Brat Fry.

Garden committee need:  A new committee is being organized to take care of a few outdoor needs around church.  The committee will be in charge of pulling weeds and planting flowers in the Serenity Garden and the front sign.  If you are interested in joining this committee please contact Jeff Schneider or Bob Trampf.
Organizations and Committees Reports:

Coffee Hour/Celebration:  No report received


   Fellowship: Fellowship is planning the Church Picnic on Sunday, 8/14/11 following the 9:30 AM worship service. Fun activities will be followed by a potluck meal. Fellowship will provide hot dogs, condiments and beverages.  A date for the golf outing is still being determined. If there is not enough interest, this event will be cancelled.

  Missions: We're working on setting up the Back to School Fair for July and August. This program provides school supplies and a first day of school outfit for local children in need.

Building and Grounds:  Cristy Schneider has decided to step down from her cleaning duties.  If you are interested in the position, please contact the church office.


Church Outreach:  No report received


Crafts:  They continue to make table decorations for the two nursing homes.  
Adjournment:  8:43 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer
Submitted by Andrew Josephs, Secretary
How Are We Doing Through May 2011?
Income
$52,006

Expense                           $56,192
 

 (  4,186)

Pledged Income expected
$54,340

Pledged Income received
$43,924 *

                    (10,416)

*This is pledged income ONLY.  Does not include other misc income received.
ORDINATION SHUTTLE
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        St. Paul’s is organizing a bus for us to attend Pastor RaeAnn’s ordination in Plymouth, WI.  We will leave here on Saturday, July 16th at 12:00 PM and return at approximately 6 PM.  The cost is $8 per person.  To make a reservation, please see Liz with your payment or mail to the church office.  The $8 must be paid in advance to reserve your spot. Deadline for sign up is Sunday, July 10th.
WISH LIST

  
Listed below are some items that have been brought to the attention of the Church Council over the years that members would like to see purchased; however, the current church budget does not allow monies for these items at this time.  If you care to make a special contribution toward any of these, please submit your gift clearly marked for a specific item and when the necessary funds become available, it will be purchased. 


Four church ceiling fans/controls
$2,610


Kitchen island rewiring/outlets
$1,208


Fellowship Hall tables @

$   175


Defibrillator 



$1,600

(These figures are from 2009 estimates, so may need

to be adjusted if/when they are purchased.)
Community Back to School Fair

St. Paul's will again be participating in the Back to School Fair which provides back to school clothes and supplies to local children in need.  Look in the narthex for the Christmas tree.  If you'd like to help out, pick a tag, purchase the items, and return to church.  Volunteers will come and pick up the donated items at the beginning of every week between July 11 and August 2nd.  If you'd like to donate, but do not feel like shopping, cash donations are also accepted.  You can make checks out to "Wisconsin Interfaith needs Response" with a note in the memo line "Back to School Fair." Or, another option is to purchase and donate an Old Navy gift card (think St. Paul's SCRIP program!).  Middle and high school students have a chance to pick out their own outfit during a shopping night at Old Navy.   

 
Last year, the 23 churches that participated helped to provide a shirt, pants, underwear, and socks to over 850 local students.  If you have any questions you can contact Beverly Armstrong, one of the committee members, directly at 233-6822.

 

Thank you for your generosity.

Amanda Benson

Brat fry @ Pick N Save on Koeller

Are you available to help? July 19-21 is a three day joint effort between the Mission Committee, softball team, and Men's Club.  The three groups will each be responsible for one day to work, and the profits will be split evenly at the end of the three days.  Check the narthex for more specific information and available time slots.  Our hope is that there is great weather and a lot of visitors coming in for EAA!
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ST. PAUL’S CHURCH PICNIC
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14TH following 9:30 am worship

Bring a dish to pass.  Sign up in Narthex!
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WI Conference Annual Meeting
I attended the Wisconsin Conference of the UCC June  10-12th.  I met many interesting people that hold various positions within the UCC.  These people work tirelessly for all of us.  I left the weekend stronger in my faith and wanting to experience in our worship service what I saw, heard, and participated in during that weekend.  The new music that I heard and sang was wonderful.  I wish we had more musicians in our congregation so we could add those to our music on Sundays.  I saw a man that wants to introduce dance into the worship service and I experienced three of the dances he has choreographed.  I thought they were very well done and fit in with the dignity of the worship service.  I enjoyed meeting many people from the different churches in Wisconsin.  There were so many new things that I experienced during the weekend.  If you want more information on any of it, please talk to me or Anne Boss.  

 Barbara Jones

The WI Conference UCC 49th Annual Meeting was held at Green Lake Conference Center June 10-12. Barb Jones, Anne Boss, and Pastor RaeAnn attended the meeting. The theme of this year’s Conference Annual Meeting was One Story Told in Many Ways. Keynote speakers and Saturday workshops highlighted old and new ways to tell our story as a people of faith. We were moved by the talents of renowned storyteller Valerie Tutson and laughed at a play written and performed by Rev. Stephen Savides, Senior Pastor at 1st Congregational in Appleton, and others from his congregation.

Due to the restructuring of the Conference times of farewell were held in honor of Rev. Gail O’Neal, Minister of Christian Nurture and Congregation Life, Rev. Jeanny House, Northwest Association Minister, and Rev. Robert Mutton, Southwest Association Minister. Bob and Gail are retiring and Jeanny will be pursuing ministry in other areas. During the business portion of the meeting we voted on changes to the by-laws to reflect the changes in structure and the budget. Just as local churches have seen a decline in financial resources, so has the Conference. One thing we learned was that the WI Conference receives more in basic OCWM support than any other conference in the UCC. It shows that we see ourselves as a part of a larger whole.

One of my favorite parts of the meeting is reconnecting with friends new and old. The conversations around the tables are some of the most sacred times I have experienced. We truly are not entities on our own, but are connected to persons and congregations around the state – the body of Christ. It is good to gather together as a family once a year.

Pastor RaeAnn

I appreciated the opportunity to be one of St. Paul’s delegates at the 49th Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Conference UCC.

The meeting was held at the Green Lake Conference Center.  The theme was One Story Told in Many Ways.  One presenter was Valerie Tutson who taught us how to tell our faith stories.

There were exhibits, worship services, keynote speakers, plenary meetings, workshops and evening entertainment during the weekend.

Several retiring conference ministers were honored – Gail O’Neal, Jeanny Hause and Bob Mutton.
It was a busy, but productive weekend.  Thank you.

Anne Boss
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                    Biblical Texts for Personal Devotions and Reflection


The Revised Common Lectionary assigns four scripture passages for each Sunday. Except for the season of Eastertide, there is a passage from the Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament), a Psalm, an Epistle (one of the letters), and a passage from the Christian Scripture (New Testament). During the season of Eastertide a passage from the Acts of the Apostles is substituted for one from the Hebrew Scriptures. Following are the texts for the month of July. It is my hope that providing you with the texts for each Sunday will assist you in the practice of personal devotions.


                                                                     Blessings to you.

July 3:
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45:10-17; Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

July 10:
               Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112; Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

July 17:
Genesis 28:10-19a; Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24; Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

July 24:
Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11, 45b; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

July 31:
Genesis 32:22-31: Psalm 17:1-7, 15: Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21

General Synod

The 28th General Synod of the UCC will be held in Tampa, Florida from July 1-5. The theme is Imagine What’s Possible. Anticipating Florida’s abundant sunshine and scenic coastline, the 2011 General Synod’s theme and logo invite exploration of the new horizons that God has in store for us – what’s possible whenever and wherever we are attentive to God’s still-speaking voice. It’s become too convenient, too easy, to spend our collective energies bemoaning the difficulty of sustaining ministry. Instead, we need to devote equal energy to imagining what’s possible for the United Church of Christ and our local congregations.


General Synod is held every two years. Delegates for the Conference are elected by each Association and serve for four years. I was fortunate to be a delegate to General Synod in 2007 in Hartford, Conn. and in 2009 in Grand Rapids, Mich. If you would like to follow the events at General Synod a live feed is available on the UCC website (ucc.org). Please hold all delegates, presenters, and National staff in your prayers during Synod. 

Festival Foods receipts for the 2nd quarter of 2011 (April, May, and June) are due Sunday, July 10th.  Bring to church or mail to office. 
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SCRIP CARDS

Shopping with gift cards is an easy way to support St. Paul's UCC every time you shop. We offer a great variety of brands in addition to your weekly gas and grocery purchases. From dining and entertainment to home improvement and beyond, we have all your shopping needs covered! Buy gift cards from these best-selling national retailers:  Applebees, Best Buy, Kohl's, Land's End, Starbucks & Subway!

 
The remaining summer SCRIP ordering dates are:  July 17th and August 14th.  Please order and support St. Paul's today! 
                       CLIP AND SAVE
          Pastor RaeAnn’s Phone Numbers

                 Home:  920-893-0249

                   Cell:  920-838-3172

ST. PAUL’S 2011 SOFTBALL SCHEDULE

Tuesdays at Spanbauer Field (9th & Sawyer)

July 5

7:30 PM

July 12

7:30 PM

July 19

6:45 PM

July 26

8:30 PM

(Rain make up games to be announced later)
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CHOIR NEWS
As you know the choir does not usually sing at the summer services, but they are making special plans to sing and provide music at the service on Sunday, July 24th.  There will be other special music provided by soloists at various services in July and August.  On Sunday, July 3rd, soloist Mary Ellen Regan will again sing “God Bless America” for us.
We look forward to having the choir participate in worship every Sunday starting again in September.  
 Larry Klausch, Choir Director


Funeral services were held for William J. Faust at St. Paul’s UCC on June 8, 2011 with Pastor RaeAnn Beebe officiating.  William died on June 4, 2011.  Burial was in Lake View Memorial Park.

Memorial services for Lois Liverman were held at Evergreen Manor on Monday, June 27th with Pastor RaeAnn Beebe officiating.  Lois died on Saturday, June 18, 2011 at Evergreen Manor.  Burial will be in Virginia.  Lois is the mother of Christian Education Director, Sherri Landig.
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Giving statements for the 1st 6 months of 2011 will be available in the Narthex starting July 10th.  Be sure to pick yours up to save us postage.
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We’re still looking for additional folks who are willing to serve those in the midst of a stressful situation.   If you would be able to help serve at a funeral luncheon when you are available, it would be appreciated.  There is no meal preparation as all luncheons have catered food brought in.  It is merely serving the food and cleaning up.  Why not offer your support?  Give Ruth Hauser a call @ 233-1326 or Marion Abraham @ 231-1266.
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MUELLER, RAY & KIM 
(7 years) 07/03

DEFFIBAUGH, MATTHEW & WENDY
 (1 year) 07/17

BOERNER, RYAN & KASEY
 (8 years) 07/19

JOACHIM, BILL & ELIZABETH 
(46 years) 07/24 
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BETTCHER, TELENE 
 07/02

RUDY, SHARON 

 07/02

BOERNER, KASEY 
 07/11

GRUSE, LORI 

 07/12

LINSLEY, HARLAN 
 07/15 
MARKS, MARCIA 

 07/17

SCHNEIDER, CRISTY 
 07/17 

ANDERSON, LACEY 
 07/27

KAUFMAN, KAIDEN 
 07/27

BETTCHER, BRINLEY 
 07/30

REICHARD, MABEL 
 07/31
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Anyone interested in bringing goodies for Sunday morning coffee hour, please contact Val Trampf at 920-235-4507. It’s been nice gathering on Sunday mornings. Everyone’s donation of treats and money is much appreciated! I went to extend special thanks to Jack Petersen, Irv Tesch and Herb Tesch for cleaning up afterwards and also to the Gassere/Cameron family for providing ice cream sundaes on Father’s Day!    
Val Trampf
MEMORIAL BULLETINS
June 26 – Bulletins were given by Susan    


Lefeber in memory of Dale Sinotte
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June 5 – White rose   honored the baptism of Parker James  Hunt        
June 19 – Remembered the birth of Katie 


Marie Boss given by Fred and Anne  


Boss
June 26 – Honored the 1st birthday of Nathan 


Josephs given by Mom, Dad and


Madeline   
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Parker James Hunt was baptized at St. Paul’s UCC on Sunday, June 5, 2011 with Pastor RaeAnn Beebe officiating.  Parker, son of Curtis and Ashley Radig, was born February 5, 2011.  Sponsors were Ayrin Bishop and Mike Fink.
BALANCE SHEET – May 2011

ASSETS

West Pointe Bank
           $     3,426.97

Wells Fargo Adv Funds      $     9,820.65

Vanguard Fund
           $   51,020.98

I Bond
$     5,258.00

PHYSICAL ASSETS


Land

         
        $   100,000.00

Building                            $2,048,200.00
TOTAL ASSETS                         $2,217,726.60
LIABILITIES

SS & Med Taxes

             

Federal taxes

State Income Taxes         $          372.40
TOTAL LIABILITIES                   $          372.40
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     Please pray for these members/friends of St. Paul’s who are in need of prayer:     
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Anita Faust(Carol Schmid(Dorothy Bunker( Jeanette Cummings( Mary Boss(Jean Ariss( Anne Boss(Marian Litke(Dan Tesch ( Robert Faust ( Wes Abraham ( Marion Abraham (Debbie Reichard(Harriet Jones(John Steiner(Cara Lerch(Muriel Carrillo.

Hospitalized during June were Wes Abraham and Harriet Jones.
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The Winnebagoland Barbershop Chorus, of which St. Paul’s member Dick Voakes belongs, will provide special music for our worship service at 9:30 AM on Sunday, July 10th.  We appreciate their annual summer contribution of special music for our services.

Mark your calendars!!
June Giving
June 5


$2125

June 12

$1366

June 19

$2796

June 26

$  637    

TOTAL 
$6924
Thanks for your gifts!



Barb Loomans and daughter, Sherri Landig, Bob and Val Trampf – 

          for weeding the flower gardens recently

Jack Petersen – faithfully folding the weekly   


bulletins

Anne Gassere – Preparing June communion
Grandchildren are God’s way of compensating us for growing old.
Mary H. Waldrip

An hour with your grandchildren can make you feel young again.  Anything longer than that, and you start to age quickly.

Gene Perret 
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