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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
1250 Leonard Point Road            Oshkosh WI 54904

stpauls@ntd.net       www.stpaulsoshkosh.com      
9210-231-3080

January 2011 Tidings

The New Year is a time of not only looking back at the year that has just ended, but a time to look forward to the year ahead. For some of us it is a time of making resolutions, a time to try to make improvements in our lives or to try something we have always wanted to do. It is no different in the church. The New Year gives us an opportunity to evaluate the year that has passed and make a commitment to make improvements in the year to come.
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Last year several congregations in the Wisconsin Conference of the United Church of Christ participated in a program entitled “The 5 Practices of Fruitful Congregations.” Robert Schnase, Bishop of the Missouri Conference of the United Methodist Church, developed this program. After years of serving the church as a pastor, Rev. Schnase came to the realization that vital congregations practiced five things:

1. Radical Hospitality – offer the invitation and welcome of Christ

2. Passionate Worship – provide worship that connects us to God and to one another

3. Intentional Faith Development – offer opportunities for people to grow in Christ by learning in community

4. Risk-Taking Mission and Service – relieve suffering and improve the conditions of people in need through service and mission

5. Extravagant Generosity – teach people to give of themselves

All five of these are practices that any congregation can adapt, develop, begin, or improve upon. Some are easier than others, but all require effort by everyone in the congregation.


How well do we at St. Paul’s UCC practice these 5 Practices? Are there some we would say we are better at than others? Over the next five months, we will explore each one of these practices in more detail here in the Tidings. Looking at St. Paul’s through the lens of these practices can only help us to be the church that God is calling us to be.

Blessings to all of you in the New Year.
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Pastor RaeAnn

There are so many people I need to thank for adding to our celebration of Advent and Christmas. 

· The Loomans Family, Sherri Landig, Pat Rabe, Marsha Marks, Michelle Robien, the Bettcher Family, Alyssa and Caitlyn Schafer, and Cameron Gassere for leading the congregation in lighting our Advent Wreath. 

· Pat Rabe, Faye Lindemann, and Robin Oxley for learning and singing “Breath of Heaven.” 

· The Praise Team, Larry Klausch, the Choir, Bell Choir, and soloists for all the work you put in to provide us with wonderful music.

· Jenny Borgmann, Anne Gassere, Bob Trampf, Val Trampf and all of the kids (Ryan and Allison Borgmann, Brecca and Brinley Bettcher, Katie and Jordyn Schneider, Maddie Lindemann, Cameron, Spencer and Kate Gassere, Samuel and Caleb Joachim for participating in “A Traditionally Untraditional Christmas Pageant.” 
· Those who decorated the sanctuary and changed the banners.

· Lynn Rollmann and Barb Jones for Communion preparation and cleanup during December.

· Liz Joachim for all of your work on the bulletins and everything else that keeps the office running smoothly. 

· Faye Lindemann for all the work you do for the early service.

If I have missed anyone, please accept my apology and know that I appreciate all that you do. Worship is a community event and it takes many in the community for it all to come together and to be meaningful to people.
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Remembered Shirley and Walter Klausch given by Larry Klausch

Remembered Dr. Norman and Pauline Kleinschmit given by the Britton 
Family

Remembered Eileen Wagner given by Jacob G. Wagner

Remembered Althea Tesch given by Irv Tesch

Remembered our parents given by the Toussaints

Remembered David Schmitt given by Kris, Bob, Caitlyn and Alyssa Schafer

Remembered Warren Redemann given by Eileen J. Redemannn

Remembered John F. Boss given by Mary B. Boss

Remembered Earl Liverman given by Sherri Landig

Remembered Earl Liverman given by Lois Liverman

Honored our grandchildren – Madison Robien, Parker and Caleb Corbin – given by Rod and Michelle 
Robien

Remembered Shirley Schuhart given by John and Pat Rabe

Remembered Mr. and Mrs. Edward Buhrow given by Karen Kentopp

Remembered Chad Jolin and Robert Kentopp given by Karen Kentopp

Remembered Mom and Jake and honored Noah’s family given by Ann and Joe Kentopp
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St. Paul’s Church Council Meeting- Tuesday October 14th 2010

Present:  President Bob Trampf, Vice-President Jeff Schneider, Secretary Andrew Josephs, Marcia Marks, Don Benson, Anne Gassere, Faye Lindemann, Anne Boss, Pastor RaeAnn Beebe, Church Secretary Liz Joachim, Christian Education Director Sherri Landig, special guest visitors Rev. Art Wille, Deb Wriedt, and Jack Meyer.
Absent:  Toni Anand

President Bob called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.   Reverend Wille led the group with a prayer.
Minister’s Report:  RaeAnn went over her schedule for the month.  A written copy can be found in the office if needed.

Secretary’s Report:  Since there was no meeting in November Marcia made a motion to accept the minutes from October and was seconded by Jeff.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Treasurer’s Report/Bills:  Due to the fact that there was no meeting in November, the council unanimously agreed to pay the previous months bills. Faye made a motion to pay the current bills and was seconded by Jeff.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Christian Education Director’s Report:  Sherri went over what she did for the month which included working with the confirmands and getting the children’s holiday program together.  A copy of her report is available in the church office if needed. 

Old Business:

Maintenance Issues:  It had been noticed recently that the sump pump had stopped working so Jack M. replaced the broken unit.  A pipe also loosened up and was pumping water into the boiler room and has since been fixed.
Committee Planning/Tidings articles:  Due to few people signing up for the committees keep your eyes open for “job deSCRIPtions” for the committees to show up in the Tidings.  There is still time to take the reins for different committees.  RaeAnn is probably going to write a little something about the Salvation Army meals for the next Tidings.
Safe Sanctuary:  The group has not met for a few months but plans to get together soon to work out specifics on the policy.  They are looking at possibly January for the next meeting.

Keyboard repair:  After resetting the memory on the keyboard it was discovered that all the previously recorded songs have been erased and it is still unable to record.  At this time we are going to continue using the keyboard without the recording ability and seeing how often we need to use the recorded songs.  Since Robin has been so good at getting replacements, we may not need the songs.

Pastoral Relations Committee:  RaeAnn is still organizing a committee that will be meeting in January 2011.

VisitOshkosh.com update:   After looking at the website that had Oshkosh churches listed very prominently they decided to change format.  While searching the new site and only being able to find 2 churches listed and it being quite difficult to find we have decided to hold off on being listed for now.  We will keep watching to see if the format changes again.
New Business:

Sanctuary use request:  Encore Bell Choir has requested to use our church sanctuary for a concert in May.  The concert is going to be in honor of Pat Rabe’s sister.  Council unanimously agreed to allow them to use our facilities.

Christmas Bonuses:  Like last year if you wish to give some money for a Christmas bonus to any church employees you are more than welcome.  Look in the Tidings for a list of people you may wish to give a little Christmas thank you to.  The money collected will be divided up between all the people except for money specified for someone.

January Annual Meeting:  Marcia made a motion to have the Annual meeting on January 23rd between services approximately at 9:45 a.m.  Don seconded the motion and was approved by unanimous consent.

Lenten services:  There will be services on Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday like in the past.

Scholarship request:  Cristy Schneider requested a scholarship to continue her education.  Anne G.  made a motion to approve $500 for Cristy from Sustaining Fund.  Anne B. seconded and passed by unanimous consent.

Upgrade computer speed for sanctuary:  Since RaeAnn has been using more internet clips for her service it has been determined that the internet speed is quite slow.  Val Trampf looked into things and feels she may have fixed the issue.  If not we may have to pay a bit extra to speed up the internet.  It was agreed that if we have such a nice computer set up and projector we should use it and if the internet speed can’t keep up we need to upgrade the service.

Preliminary budget:  It’s that time of the year again. Bob and Liz have begun to look at the budget and see if we can balance or where we can increase income to help with the shortcomings.

Bookcase offer and location:   St. Paul’s has been offered a bookcase to house a few more books.  We are looking for a new place to put it and probably looking at using the coat room on the north side of the narthex.

FPU classes offered:  The Bensons have decided to offer the Financial Peace University class again at St. Paul’s.  The class runs 13 weeks and will start Sunday January 23rd.  The classes run 2 hours long.  Watch for clips during church services in the next few weeks.  If you have questions about Dave Ramsey or FPU contact Don or Amanda Benson or the Josephs’ who are graduates of the program.

Sustaining Fund request:    
AUCE membership                          $   60

                                           

Scholarship                                       $ 500

                                           

Education curriculum                     $ 292

                                           

Devotional booklets                       $   86  
                                                

TOTAL                                 $ 938

AUCE is an organization Sherri is a member of, the scholarship is for Cristy Schneider as listed previously, the curriculum youth education.  Marcia made a motion to request the $938 from the Sustaining Fund as specified.  Faye seconded and was approved by unanimous consent.

Organizations and Committees Reports:

Coffee Hour/Celebration:  Kitchen Committee has had several people donate cookies/snacks which is appreciated.

   Fellowship: Assisted with Advent Family Night by providing beverages. Thank you to all who helped make the event a success. 


Missions: Mission Update for Council

1.  Cookie walk postponed?  I have to talk to Michelle Robien about what she wants to do since church was cancelled on Dec 12.

2.  Bell Ringing-7 out of 12 bell ringing spots filled

3.  Hopefully will be setting up Financial Peace University dates starting in January sometime, to be determined, with council approval.


Building and Grounds:  No report received


Church Outreach:  Michelle Robien is working to have food picked up at St. Paul’s on the first Wednesday of every month.


Crafts:  They continue to make table decorations for the two nursing homes.  They continue to work with the same locations for a year then choose two new places for the next year.

Adjournment:  9:45 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer

Submitted by Andrew Josephs, Secretary
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Thank you to all who have donated cookies/treats for coffee hour. Special thanks to Dorothy Hable and Mabel Reichard for the tasty donut holes! We appreciate everyone pitching in to help make coffee hour special. Anyone interested in participating, please contact Val Trampf or Barb Jones. 
· For supporting the Cookie Walk which raised $368.75 for missions.

· For supporting the Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross) with your contributions of $165.

· Salvation Army Bell Ringers:  Norma Toussaint, Loomans’ Family, Gassere Family, Lynn Rollman, Pastor RaeAnn, Sherri Landig, Caitlyn Schafer, Alyssa Schafer,  and David Rasey
· Dave Cameron for repairing the church doors and several other projects.

· Bobbi Reepsdorf for writing a church history for a Wisconsin Conference UCC publication.
· Anne Sheldon for updating the church pew materials monthly and also setting up individual candles for Christmas Eve services.

· Barb Jones and Lynn Rollmann for Christmas communion preparation and clean up.

Hospitalized during December at Aurora Medical Center was Shirley Packman.
Wondering how to pay for Christmas???  Too much month at the end of your money???  Come join us for Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University.  FPU is a 13 week Biblically based, video-driven, small group study that teaches families to beat debt, build wealth and give like never before!!  Classes will begin on Sunday January 23rd at 6:30 pm.  Watch for previews in the coming weeks during services.  For more info contact Don or Amanda Benson at 420-0762.
Big SCRIP News!!

We have a new retailer on our SCRIP list that I know many people have been waiting for!  PICK N SAVE is our newest addition and they are offering $25 cards with a 4% contribution to St. Paul's.  With Pick N Save added we now can offer [image: image6.png]


all of the local grocery stores!!  Festival, Piggly Wiggly, Wal-Mart, and now Pick N Save are all available through the SCRIP program.  There is no excuse to not shop for groceries with SCRIP!!  We always have Festival cards on hand, and depending on how the demand for Pick N Save shapes up, we may start keeping them on hand as well.  Please stop by the SCRIP table to pick up an order form.  The upcoming ordering dates are:  January 2nd, January 30th, and February 27th.   

Let's make 2011 a great year for SCRIP!!

Biblical Texts for Personal Devotions and Reflection


The Revised Common Lectionary assigns four scripture passages for each Sunday. Except for certain seasons of the church year, there is a passage from the Old Testament (Hebrew scripture), a Psalm, an Epistle (one of the letters), and a passage from the New Testament (Christian scripture). Following are the texts for the month of January. The text with the asterisk (*) is the one I plan to preach on, but I have been known to change my mind. It is my hope that providing you with the texts for each Sunday will help you prepare during the week for worship on Sunday mornings.                            





Blessings to you.

January 2:
Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14; *John 1: (1-9), 10-18

January 9:
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; *Matthew 3:13-17

January 16:
*Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; I Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42

January 23:
Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; I Corinthians 1:10-18; *Matthew 4:12-23

January 30:
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; I Corinthians 1:18-31; *Matthew 5:1-12

 

Thank you to Jenny Borgmann and Michelle Robien for organizing this year's cookie walk.  Although the weather didn't cooperate well, we still appreciate the time and effort that they put into all of the set up.  Also thank you to all who donated cookies and bought cookies!
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This year, St. Paul's rang bells at JC Penny on Saturday, December 11th. 

7 of the 12 time slots were accounted for by members of St. Paul's.  THANK YOU for donating your time during these busy weekends leading up to the holidays!

With the help of our congregation and $200 from an anonymous donor, we were able to fulfill all the tags on the Salvation Army Adopt-a-Family tree.  We also donated a $35 dollar gift card to Walmart for each family as well, to use on groceries or household items.  

The Mission Committee has had a busy December.  In January, we are hoping to start Financial Peace University, a program lead by Dave Ramsey.  If you are interested in learning how to budget and get out of debt--please consider this course!!

Happy New Year!


With this greeting, I trust you had a wonderful Christmas with your families and friends. It is now time to focus on the year 2011. Here at church we are doing the same. Before the Christmas break, new Sunday School materials were given to the teachers. They will have a few weeks to look things over and start their preparation for the new year. We are blessed to have dedicated teachers that are willing to share [image: image8.png]o
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their Sunday mornings to help your child learn the important stories and faith traits that will help them in life. I hope you take the time to go over the fliers that are sent home each week to reinforce what has been done in class. I also hope you are taking time to read something from the Bible regularly as well as praying a table prayer with meals. These are little things you can do to build faith habits with your child. The new year is a good time to start these habits if you are not already doing so.

Thank you to everyone for making our Christmas program a success. The children did a grand job with their parts and poems, the congregation for helping us sing the songs, and the stagehands with our props! I am glad to have the awesome help and co-operation I get here at St. Paul’s! 

As the snow continues to fall, take time to marvel at the picture God is painting for us. Ponder the point that no two snowflakes are the same. God makes them unique, just like you and I. Just as the snowflakes make the world a beautiful place to live in, may you and your actions, thoughts, and deeds do the same. 

Blessings, Sherri Landig
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Please pray for these members/friends of St. Paul’s who are in need of prayer:     Anita Faust(Carol  Schmid(Dorothy Bunker(Irene Messer(Jeanette Cummings(Mary Boss(Jean Ariss(Anne Boss(Shirley Packman( Marian Litke( Doug Crum(Dan Tesch(Robert Faust(Deb Reichard(Lois Liverman.  

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE

Please submit Annual Reports for your committee/organization NOW so that Annual Reports can be prepared and distributed prior to the January 23rd Annual Meeting.
2010 Giving Statements


Your 2010 Giving Statements will be available for pick up in the Narthex the first part of January 2011.  Please pick yours up and save us the postage!
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IF it is decided to cancel Sunday worship services due to bad weather, there will be an updated message on the church’s telephone answering machine immediately.      Phone 231-3080 to get the latest information. 
Please Help


Volunteers are still needed to several months of 2010 to prepare Communion once a month and deliver altar flowers to shut ins on the Sundays they have not been reserved. Please sign up in the Narthex.
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St. Paul’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 23th, at 9:45 AM (between services).  We will:

1. Review annual reports of groups and financial reports.

2. Review/approve a 2011 budget.

3. Hear Sustaining Fund reports.

4. Hear any business from the floor from our people.

We encourage you to set aside an hour for your church as it does its business and charts its future. 

FESTIVAL FOODS receipts for October, November and December of 2010 are due Sunday, January 9th!!
CHURCH STAFF BONUS GIFTS


If you wish to express your special thanks to the staff of St. Paul’s, you may do so by participating in the “Free Will White Envelope Offering.”  A white envelope is enclosed in this Tidings for this purpose.  Please include your name or envelope number on the envelope if you want proper credit to your account.


Please check the name(s) of the employees on the outside of the envelope and how you want the donation divided.  If there are no names checked, the “gift” will be divided equally among all the employees of the church.  ALL GIFTS WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.


The employees are as follows:

· Pastor RaeAnn Beebe
· Sherri Landig, Christian Education director

· Liz Joachim, Adm Assistant/Accountant
· Larry Klausch, Organist and Choir Director

· Cristy Schneider, Custodian

· Robin Oxley, Praise Band
· Aaron Pantol, Praise Band
· Brian Harrah, Praise Band
We hope this gives you a way to express your thanks for their help, support, 
caring and spiritual strength throughout the year.
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Anniversaries

WHITEMARSH, CHI & KEN   JUNGWIRTH,  

#4     
1/01

MEYER, JOHN & JANET 

#46  
1/23

Birthdays

CONSIDINE, JENNIFER 

1/03

MARKOFSKI, SCOTT 

1/03

HOFFMAN, JACOB 


1/04

GABBERT, ELIZABETH 

1/06

MUELLER, KIM


1/07

MOLITOR, MARY-BETH 

1/09

KELLY, LINDA 


1/12

ERDMANN, EVERAL 

1/23

ANDERSON, BRITTANY 

1/24

O'KRUEG, ANDREW 


1/24

RODGERS, JESSICA 

1/25

STANG, MEGAN JEAN 

1/26

BETTCHER, MICHAEL 

1/28

WAGNER, JAKE 


1/30 

The Cookie Walk on December 19th was a great success!!  Thanks to all of you who baked and all the elves that helped us raise $368 [image: image13.png]


for missions.
         Michelle Robien  
        Jenny Borgmann
Bulletins were provided during December:
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In memory of Erv Hable and Gordon Reichard given by Dorothy Hable and Mabel Reichard.


In memory of David Schmitt given by Bob, Kris, Caitlyn and Alyssa Schafer.


In memory of Vera Bosma given by her son, Don Davies.

December Giving
December 5


$2695

December 12

cancelled

December 19

$4993

December 24

$7488
December 26

NA

          TOTAL

$15,176
December Altar Flowers
December 5 – Remembered David 
Schmitt given by Bob, Kris, Caitlyn and Alyssa Schafer.

December 19 – Remembered Marcia 
Davies given by Don Davies.


The Christmas tree in the Sanctuary remembered Jack and Lorraine Becker and David Schmitt given by Ellen Becker and Mary Schmitt.


The large poinsettias on the Credence Shelf remembered Mr. And Mrs. F. H. Below and Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Cameron given by the Cameron and Gassere families. 

[image: image15.png]S
v

om Our
2" Pastor




The last Sunday of each month will be designated as Food Pantry Sunday.  Please continue to bring nonperishable food to church, using the food box in the Narthex. Our sister church, Emmanuel UCC’s Food Pantry is in need of food.  They will make a monthly pick up here at St. Paul’s. 
        
Brown bags are also in need and would be greatly appreciated.  Any perishable food can be taken directly to Emmanuel UCC. 
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We’re still looking for additional folks who are willing to serve those in the midst of a stressful situation?   If you would be able to help serve lunch when you are available, it would be appreciated.  There is no meal preparation as all luncheons have catered food brought in.  It is merely serving the food and cleaning up.  Why not offer your support?  Give Ruth Hauser a call @ 233-1326 or Marion Abraham @ 231-1266.

NEEDED:

Empty coffee cans to use when delivering altar flowers to those hospitalized/shut in.
2

