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“The entire reason for our worship is that God deserves it.”
Marva Dawn, theologian and author

One of my favorite books regarding worship is Worship is a Verb by Robert E. Webber. I think I like this book more for the title than the content of the book (although the content is really good as well). We are often of the mindset that worship is something that is done to and/or for us. We go to worship in order for something to happen to us. But as the title of Robert’s book points out, worship is really something we do. We worship God. I was not an English major (nor was it one of my best subjects) but I do remember that verbs are the action words in a sentence. Worship is an action. It is one of the reasons that I use so many unison prayers and responses in worship. It is a way for the congregation to participate in the act of worship, along with singing of course.
[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/p/pa/pastor_8870.gif]Soren Kierkegaard, a 19th century Danish theologian, used the analogy of performance to talk about worship. He said that if you think of worship as a performance most people would assume that God is the prompter, the pastor is the performer and the congregation is the audience. I bet that many of you had this thought as well. But Kierkegaard says that worship is more properly understood this way. The pastor is the prompter, the congregation is the performer(s), and God is the audience. A whole new way for most of us to think about worship! If God is the audience, then the expectations for worship change and planning for worship changes. It no longer is about what is meaningful to the individual, but what is praiseworthy for God. It becomes more about the way the community worships than what each individual gets out of worship. As a matter of fact, it doesn’t really matter what we get out of worship. What matters is if we have truly worshiped God. Hence, the quotation at the top of the page.
There is another book that I love the title of, Immersed in the Splendor of God by F. Russell Mittman. I can’t imagine any other place that I would want to be than immersed in the splendor of God, can you? God is a relational God and in any relationship there is give and take. The same can said about worship as well. While it may not matter what we get out of worship, there are benefits. Something happens to us in the act of worshiping God. Martin Copenhaver put it best in his book To Begin at the Beginning, An Introduction to the Christian Faith, when he said, “It is a kind of sacred irony that it is when we come to serve God in our worship that we are best served. When we sing our praises to God, our own sprits are refreshed – and in ways that are unattainable when we focus on our own need for refreshment. When we speak to God in prayer, it is as if someone has spoken to us the word we most need to hear. When we offer God our homage and our devotion, we are the ones who leave laden with gifts.” It is a mistake to make these the goals of worship because then we become the focus of worship and not God, but it is wonderful to know that they happen if we focus on worshipping God and being immersed in God’s splendor. 
To put it another way; worship is not a spectator sport. For worship to truly be worship of an awesome and wonderful God, each one of us needs to participate – adults and children as well. As with most things in our lives, we learn from doing it and not just reading about it or hearing about it from someone else. We are the community of faith and not just a bunch of individuals who show up on Sunday morning.
We ended 2011 discussing worship here at St. Paul’s and we will continue that discussion in 2012, asking ourselves - How does God feel when our worship is over? Is God inspired?
Blessings,
Pastor RaeAnn
[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/council_4673.jpg]
St. Paul’s Church Council Meeting- Wednesday December 14th 2011
Present:  President Bob Trampf, Vice-President Jeff Schneider, Secretary Andrew Josephs, Marcia Marks, Jack Meyer, Toni Anand, Debbie Wriedt, Reverend RaeAnn Beebe, Christian Ed Director Sherri Landig and Church Secretary Liz Joachim.  Special guests Val Trampf and Bobbi Reepsdorf.
Absent:  Anne Boss, Faye Lindemann
President Bob called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.   Reverend Beebe led the group with a prayer
Minister’s Report:  RaeAnn went over her schedule for the month.  A written copy can be found in the office if needed.
Secretary’s Report:  Marcia made a motion to accept the minutes from last meeting and was seconded by Debbie.  Approved by unanimous consent.
Correspondence:  Council received a thank you note from Chris Reichard for gas card she received from Reverend Beebe and Members Helping Members
Treasurer’s Report/Bills: Toni made a motion to pay the current bills and was seconded by Jack.  Approved by unanimous consent. 
Christian Education Director’s Report:  Sherri went over what she did for the month.  A copy of her report is available in the church office if needed.
Old Business:
Organ update:  We are looking at the end of February to have a dedication of the new organ.  The company that sold the organ will have musicians come in to show off the full capabilities of the new system.  Watch for a specific date to come soon.  A letter has been drawn up to be distributed to the congregation regarding raising money to pay for the organ.  In the process of finding a nice cover for the new keyboard.
Sump pump update:  The guys from Gartman who work on the heating and cooling presented the possibility of putting in another sump pump to keep up with the current load.  After discussing with Jack Meyer he feels we have an adequate sump pump system and don’t need to change anything now.
New Business:
SCRIP Program:  Due to the tremendous success of the SCRIP Program we are looking to expand the cards we have on hand.  In the very near future we are planning on having Wal-Mart, Pick ‘n Save, Piggly Wiggly, and Kwik Trip cards available and on hand.  That way if you need something sooner than the order date we can accommodate.  Since we are increasing the work load for the SCRIP workers we are looking for a few people who would be willing to assist with distributing cards on Sundays.  Please contact Andrew or Nicole Josephs if you want to help out.  The winners of the $25 cards from December’s challenge were Mary Boss and Telene Bettcher.  Thank you to everyone who has made SCRIP such a success.
Book Study:  The Five Love Languages study will be beginning in January.  We are planning the first ever St. Paul’s movie night for the spring.  We are going to show the film “Courageous” and do a Bible study that correlates with the movie.  Keep your eyes open for that.  The movie will be open to anybody who wishes to come watch.
2012 Lenten services:  There will be services on Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday.  Look for specific times to come soon.
Preliminary 2012 budget review:  Since it is that time again we took a quick look at next year’s budget.  No major decisions have been made yet.
January Congregational Annual Meeting:  This year the meeting will be January 29th between first and second services.
The Tidings:  Following discussion, it was decided that because the Tidings is a publication of St. Paul's UCC, the Church Council has final approval of what is printed in the Tidings.

Organizations and Committees Reports:
	Coffee Hour/Celebration:  No report received
	    Fellowship:  No report received
	Missions:  Bell ringing 12-17-11 at Walgreens on Koehler.  Gifts and $50 Festival gift card delivered to the 4 Adopt-a-Families.
	Building and Grounds:  Gartman did a thorough check on the boiler system.  They determined that the ignition needed an upgrade.  The parts will cost $688 and the installation will cost $725.  Jeff made a motion to approve the repairs and get the money from the Sustaining Fund next quarter.  Toni seconded the motion and it passed with unanimous consent. 
	Church Outreach:  $109 was collected for a family in need.
	
Adjournment:  9:15 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer

Submitted by Andrew Josephs, Secretary


[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/p/pr/prayer_5718.gif]Please pray for these members/friends of St. Paul’s who are in need of prayer:     Jeanette CummingsMary BossJean ArissDan Tesch Debbie ReichardJohn SteinerAnne BossCara LerchMuriel CarrilloRuth LaSotaChris ReichardLaurie AbrahamHarry Erdmann.

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE
Please submit Annual Reports for your committee/organization NOW so that Annual Reports can be prepared and distributed prior to the January 29th Annual Meeting.
[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/congrats_5707.gif]
Joshua Juedes graduated from the University WI -Madison on December 18th, 2011 with a Masters Degree in Educational Policy and Leadership.  He has accepted a position with the UW-Madison office of admission and recruitment, and will start in January. 

[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/cookie_4365c.gif] 	St. Paul's 2011 Cookie Walk took place on Sunday, December 18th.  The weather was cooperative and we had hundreds of cookies donated by many talented bakers.  A delicious variety of treats were available for purchase after each service and many of us got to accomplish our holiday baking without having to turn on the oven!  $319.50 was raised and will be donated toward payment on the new organ.  Special thanks to Pat Rabe, Mary Jaynes, Donna Jaeger, Bobbi Reepsdorf, Ruth Hauser, and Lynn Rollman for volunteering their time and talents to the sale, and to everyone who brought in goodies to share.  All of your efforts made the walk such a success - I'm already looking forward to next year!  Thanks again,
Barb Loomans

[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/p/po/poinsettias_3461.gif]Honor our mothers, Ruth LaSota and Marjorie Robien, given by Rod and Michelle 	Robien.
Remember Sherwin and Irene Stroebel and Shirley Schuhart given by John and Pat        
	Rabe.
Remember Jack and Lorraine Becker given by Mary Schmitt and Ellen Becker.
Remember John F. Boss given by Mary B. Boss.
Remember David Schmitt given by Mary Schmitt.
Remember Wes Abraham given by Marion, Lori, David, Jean, Andrew and Jenna Abraham.
Remember Marvin Steiner given by Eileen Steiner and sons.
Remember Althea Tesch given by Irv Tesch.
Remember David Schmitt given by Kris, Bob, Caitlyn and Alyssa Schafer. 
Remember Lois Liverman given by Sherri Landig.
Remember Earl Liverman given by Sherri Landig.
Honor my mother, Mary B. Boss, given by Kathryn Thomsen.
Remember my father, John F. Boss, given by Kathryn Thomsen.
Remember Richard Gabbert given by Elizabeth Gabbert and daughters.
Remember Mr. and Mrs. Edward Buhrow given by Karen Kentopp
Remember Robert Kentopp and Chad Jolin given by Karen Kentopp
Remember Lu Tesch given by Herb A. Tesch.
Remember Mom Margaret and son Jake given by Ann Kentopp

The large poinsettias on the Credence Shelf remember Mr. and Mrs. F. H. Below and Mr. and Mrs. Gordon  
	Cameron given by the Cameron and Gassere families.
The Christmas tree remembers Bev Petersen given by the Jack Petersen Family.

Biblical Texts for Personal Devotions and Reflection
	The Revised Common Lectionary assigns four scripture passages for each Sunday. Except for the season of Eastertide, there is a passage from the Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament), a Psalm, an Epistle (one of the letters), and a passage from the Christian Scripture (New Testament). During the season of Eastertide a passage from the Acts of the Apostles is substituted for one from the Hebrew Scriptures. Following are the texts for the month of December. It is my hope that providing you with the texts for each Sunday will assist you in the practice of personal devotions.
	Blessings to you.
January 1:	Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40
January8:	Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11
January 15:	1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51
January 22:	Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20
January 29:	Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; I Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28


	For the past year, Council Vice-President Jeff Schneider and Pastor RaeAnn have been exploring with the committee chairs and other interested persons how to do ministry more effectively and efficiently here at St. Paul’s. As many of you know the chairperson of a committee often ends up doing the majority of the work and this can become frustrating. It also doesn’t allow for others to utilize the gifts God has given them either.
After many conversations and discussions, the following structure will be tried for one year. The only standing committees will be Stewardship, Education, Ministerial Relations, and Nominating as they are outlined in the church by-laws. They will continue to function as they have in the past.
For Fellowship, Mission and Church Outreach, Building and Grounds, and Worship, a Coordinator will be appointed by the Church Council. The Coordinator’s responsibilities will include finding persons (chairpersons) to plan the events or tasks that are a part of their committee. They will also act as a resource person to those who plan the events or carry out the tasks. Any new ideas that would fall under their committee would be evaluated by the Coordinator and then implemented as they see fit. The Coordinator will also be responsible for notifying Chairpersons of the budget they have to work with.
The Chairperson will be responsible for setting the date of an event (if appropriate), recruiting volunteers for the event or task, provide information to the congregation via the Tidings and Sunday announcements, and any other tasks which will allow the event to happen.
Since this is probably as clear as mud, here is an example of how this will work: St. Paul’s participates in several different mission projects – UCC Special offerings, Christmas in July, Salvation Army Bell Ringing, Adopt-a-Family, and Fleece Pillow Making, to name a few. At the beginning of the year, the Coordinator for the Missions Committee would approach someone from the congregation who has shown an interest in that type of project and ask them to chair that particular mission project. Let’s use pillow making in our example. The chairperson would then have to set the date for the pillow making, make sure there are supplies available and if not obtain them, invite others to join the project and publicize it in the Tidings and in announcements. If the chairperson has questions about the project, the Coordinator would be available to answer those questions.
This would work the same for other committees as well. The work is spread around and does not become a burden for a few people. Also, those who have new ideas could go directly to the Coordinator and get things started. At this time, we have 3 out of the 4 Coordinators appointed. The Church Council and the Vice President in particular would maintain oversight of the overall system.
If you have any questions about how this will work, Pastor RaeAnn and Jeff Schneider would be happy to answer them for you. 

2011 was a FANTASTIC year for SCRIP!  St. Paul's profited over $2000!!  (The specific numbers will be available next month.)  We DOUBLED the profits from 2010.   In December alone, St. Paul's profited $517!!  That's amazing!  Because we profited over $500, two lucky SCRIP users each won a $25 SCRIP card of their choice.   The winners are Mary Boss & Telene Bettcher!!  Thanks to everyone who uses the SCRIP program.  St. Paul's truly appreciates your help!


Since the SCRIP program is really taking off, we plan on stocking the top 4 SCRIP retailers for sale at church.  The retailers that we will begin to keep on hand will be:  Festival Foods, Pick ‘N Save, WalMart, Kwik Trip.  We will continue to watch the sales and if the need dictates we can consider stocking other cards.
Remember that ordering dates are now the FIRST Sunday of every month!
Thanks again for all of your support of the SCRIP program.  Let's make 2012 even better!  Can we double our 2011 profits and bring in over $4000 this year??  Let's make it happen!

CRAFT COMMITTEE
This notice is to inform the congregation of St. Paul's UCC that the Craft Committee will no longer be using our facilities to make their crafts. This decision was made after many lengthy and difficult discussions. If you have any questions about this issue, please contact a member of the council.

[image: ]	IF it is decided to cancel Sunday worship services due to bad weather, there will be an updated message on the church’s telephone answering machine immediately.      Phone 231-3080 to get the latest information

2011 Giving Statements
	Your 2011 Giving Statements will be available for pick up in the Narthex the first part of January 2012.  Please pick yours up and save us the postage!


Please Help
	Volunteers are still needed for 2012 to prepare Communion once a month and deliver altar flowers to shut ins on the Sundays they have not been reserved. Please sign up in the Narthex.

[image: ]	St. Paul’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 29th, at 9:45 AM (between services).  We will:
1. Review 2011 annual reports of groups and financial reports.
2. Review/approve a 2012 budget.
3. Hear Sustaining Fund reports.
4. Hear any business from the floor from our people.
We encourage you to set aside an hour for your church as it does its business and charts its future. 


· [image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/t/th/thank_8392.gif]A big Thank-You to Dorothy Hable, Mabel Reichard, Eileen Steinert and Ruth Hauser for providing treats to be used during coffee hour. Also, thank you to the many that make a cash donation. This helps in paying for coffee, juice and other kitchen items. Coffee Hour is in need of more goodies to keep on hand. If you are able to donate something, please let Val Trampf know.  Thank you!
· Thank you to those who took time out of their busy schedules to ring bells on December 17th at Walgreens:  Norma Toussaint, Sherri Landig, Bob and Val Trampf, Annette Reichard, Brooklynn Markofski, and Madi Cline.  Also, thank you to those who donated to the Adopt-a-Family program.  Your generosity has helped make Christmas a little brighter for four area families.

· ADVENT READERS/CANDLE LIGHTERS/DRAMA PARTICIPANTS
Kate Gassere	Cameron Gassere		Spencer Gassere		Maddie Cline		
Donna Jaeger	Pat Rabe			Irv Tesch			Jacob Sheldon
Norma Toussaint	Ken Hinz			Deb Wriedt			Brecca Bettcher
Brinley Bettcher	Maddie Josephs		Katie Schneider		Jordyn Schneider
Marcia Marks	Carley Robinette		Hiedi Sheldon		Robert Trampf
			Val Trampf			Brooklyn Markofski
· Thanks for Lynn Rollman and Barb Jones for Christmas communion preparation and clean up.
· Mary Jaynes – Preparing candles for Christmas Eve worship services.
· Sue Britton – winter potted decorations at front entrance of church

THE CHRISTMAS FUND
 	Thank you for your generous donations of $230 to the Christmas Fund. Those who have served the Church so faithfully appreciate your compassion and concern for them.


ADDRESS UPDATE
Ruth Lasota			1110 West Murdock			Oshkosh WI 54901



FESTIVAL FOODS receipts for October, November and December of 2011 are due Sunday, January 8th!!


We extend our sympathy to St. Paul’s friend and choir member, Mike Reichard, on the death recently of his wife, Debbie.  Services were held at St. Raphael’s. 

1

December Giving
December 4		$1789
December 11	$2847
December 18	$2962
December 24	$1703
December 25	$  230
     TOTAL		$9531

[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/a/an/anniv_6765.gif]





Chi Whitemarsh & Ken Jungwirth
	January 1		#5
Jack and Janet Meyer
	January 23		#47
Lyle & Sharon Rudy
	January 23		#47

[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/bd/bdays_5416c.gif]





Jennifer Considine		January 3
Scott Markofski		January 3
Betty Gabbert		January 6
Kim Mueller			January 7
Linda Kelly			January 12	
Everal Erdmann		January 23
Brittany Anderson		January 24
Jessica Rodgers		January 25
Mike Bettcher		January 28






December 18 – Worship bulletins remembered Erv
	Hable given by Dorthy Hable.    
December 11 – Altar flowers remembered Dave 
	Schmitt given by the Schafer family.
December 24 – Altar flowers honored J. Fred and Anne Boss given by Ben Boss         
Harry Erdmann was hospitalized at Mercy Medical Center during December.  

 
BALANCE SHEET – November 2011
ASSETS
West Pointe Bank	           $   11,959.01
Wells Fargo Adv Funds         $   10,326.82
Vanguard Fund	           $   77,095.42
I Bond                                    $     5,359.80
PHYSICAL ASSETS
	Land		         	           $   100,000.00
Building                 	           $2,048,200.00
TOTAL ASSETS                               $2,252,941.05

LIABILITIES
SS & Med Taxes		             
Federal taxes
State Income Taxes	$     344.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES	 $    344.00


Excerpts from a letter received from the Diocese of Green Bay:

Dear Reverend:
	I am writing to invite you and members of your congregation to an Ecumenical Prayer Service at 7 PM on January 25, 2012 in St. Francis Xavier Cathedral in Green Bay.  This date is the closing day of the eight days of special prayer during the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  Fittingly, this ecumenical prayer service will take place on the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul.
	All Christians in northeastern Wisconsin are being invited during this ecumenical prayer service to pray together for the unity which Jesus prayed for so fervently.  A social gather will follow.
	It is more urgent than ever for all Christians to come together in prayer as Jesus prayed at the Last Supper that …”they may be one, as we are one” (Jn 17:11).
	Encourage your parishioners to come to this special ecumenical prayer service.

Most Reverend David L. Ricken, DD, JCL
Bishop of the Diocese of Green Bay 

[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/d/di/director_2823.gif]Happy New Year From The Christian Ed Director.....
	It is the start of the New Year, 2012! A time for reflecting and decision making. What kind of decisions will you make this year? What changes will you make on things you did last year? Here are a few I might suggest from my perspective.
	You know those little papers the children bring home from Sunday School each week? If you haven’t been reviewing them with your child, why not start now? They will give you an idea of what has been discussed each week and some ideas on how to improve your life style.
	Start praying before meals if you are not already doing so. We have much to be thankful for, and food on the table is especially important. Pray at bedtime to conclude the day. Count those blessings!
	Consider coming to church with your child. I know Sunday School is during the first service, but we do have a second service that you could come to occasionally. That way the children will be exposed to some of the old hymns in addition to some of the other practices of our Church. Consider coming to the special services for Lent and Thanksgiving. They are rewarding.
	Ask a friend that doesn’t come to church to come with you. They might be waiting for the opportunity to come and worship with you. 
	These are just a few suggestions for enriching your life this New Year. You might have others. Why not share them with us? It is good for everyone to share.
	Thank you for all the help with memorizing the parts for our Christmas program. It was very successful! Thank you to the teachers for helping with the behind the scenes things. I couldn’t have done it without you. See everyone on January 8th.

Blessing, Sherri Landig


[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/o/or/organ_8876.gif]SPECIAL ORGAN DEDICATION CONCERT AT ST. PAUL’S
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH AT 2:00 pm

The Rodgers Organ Company has notified us that they will provide a guest organist specialist at no cost to the church who will give a dedication concert for our new Rodgers organ.

The concert will also include our choir combined with the choir of Peace Lutheran Church in Oshkosh to perform special choral music for this event.  There will also be congregational singing.

This will be an excellent opportunity to promote St. Paul’s Church, so it would be a good idea to save the date and invite people to St. Paul’s for this event.  The Rodgers Classic Church Organ Company will also invite interested churches to attend and hear this wonderful instrument.  The company will provide promotional materials for us to send to other churches as well as the press.  I hope you will save Sunday, Feb. 26th at 2 PM to be with us for this exciting musical event at St. Paul’s.

Larry Klausch, Organist/Choir Director
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