St. Paul’s


United Church of Christ
Rev. RaeAnn Beebe          1250 Leonard Point Rd.
                                                 Oshkosh, WI  54904          920-231-3080        stpauls@ntd.net
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FEBRUARY 2012 TIDINGS



“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28

	February is Black History Month. I’m not sure how many of us are aware of this or that Black History Month has its roots way back to 1915. We can probably name several influential African Americans – Frederick Douglass, Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, Jackie Robinson, Condoleezza Rice, and Barack Obama – but we don’t often think of Black History Month as pertinent to our history.
	But have you ever heard of Lemuel Haynes? He was the first African American ordained by a mainstream Protestant Church in the United States. In 1785 he was ordained as a Congregational minister. The Congregational Church was one of the predecessor churches of the United Church of Christ. As a child he had a passion for books, especially the Bible and books of theology. He would even conduct services at the town parish. Lemuel was the first African American to serve a white congregation. This was not always easy and he was often the victim of prejudice. In 1804, he received an honorary Master of Arts degree from Middlebury College, the first ever bestowed upon an African American.
	How about Joseph H. Evans? Rev. Evans was the first African American in the United States to lead an integrated mainline Protestant church. He was President of the United Church of Christ for one year after the death of Robert Moss in 1976. Rev. Evans was serving as the National Secretary of the UCC at the time and between 1967 and 1983 he was the only African American to hold such a position. Much of Rev. Evans’ ministry was with immigrants and migrant workers.
	How about Geoffrey Black? This one may be a little easier. Rev. Black is the current President and General Minister of the UCC. He was elected at General Synod 27 in 2009.
	I mention all of this because as you can see Black History Month is pertinent to all of our history. I am not usually a fan of incorporating national holidays or commemorations into our worship, but I think that this month is an exception. There is a rich religious history in the freedom movement, both freedom from slavery and the Civil Rights Movement. Each Sunday in the month of February we will sing a Spiritual and I will try and provide you with some background for the song. Many were used to communicate messages to other slaves, but most of the time they brought hope for a time when things would be better. You may be surprised by how many you know. I found several in our hymnal.
	February 22 is Ash Wednesday. Don’t forget the Spaghetti Dinner and the service at 7:00 pm.

Blessings,
Pastor RaeAnn

[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/n/ne/news25.gif]St. Paul’s Church Council Meeting
Wednesday January 11th, 2012

Present:  President Bob Trampf, Secretary Andrew Josephs, Marcia Marks, Jack Meyer, Anne Gassere, Debbie Wriedt, Val Trampf, Bobbi Reepsdorf, Reverend RaeAnn Beebe, Christian Ed Director Sherri Landig and Church Secretary Liz Joachim  Absent:  Anne Boss, Faye Lindemann

President Bob called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.   Reverend Beebe led the group with a prayer

Minister’s Report:  RaeAnn went over her schedule for the month.  A written copy can be found in the office if needed.

Secretary’s Report:  Marcia made a motion to accept the minutes from last meeting and was seconded by Jack.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Correspondence:  Council received a thank you note from Sherri Landig thanking everyone for the Christmas bonus which she plans to use to buy books from a speaker being considered for a workshop.  Council also received a thank you note from Lynn Rollmann thanking everyone for the Christmas bonus she received.

Treasurer’s Report/Bills: Jack made a motion to pay the current bills and was seconded by Debbie.  Approved by unanimous consent. 

Christian Education Director’s Report:  Sherri went over what she did for the month.  A copy of her report is available in the church office if needed.

Old Business:
2012 Budget Review:  President Trampf and Liz had worked on the budget and presented  it to council for discussion.  Val made a motion to approve to present the 2012 budget to the congregation at the annual meeting and was seconded by Marcia.  Approved by unanimous consent.
Video screen update:  When the new speaker system was installed, the video screen was moved and made unlevel.  Faye contacted Arrow who installed the video system and they would like to come in to level the screen, do general maintenance, check all of the speakers and microphones.  The estimated cost is $500.  Council agreed to go ahead with the maintenance with funds from the Sustaining Fund.

New Business:
Election of officers:  Bobbi nominated Debbie Wriedt for president and Anne G. seconded the nomination.  There was one opposing vote and the nomination passed.  Debbie nominated Marcia Marks for vice-president and Jack seconded the nomination.  The nomination was approved with unanimous consent.  Andrew nominated Bobbi Reepsdorf for secretary and Val seconded the nomination.  The nomination was approved with unanimous consent.  Anne G. nominated Liz Joachim for Church Treasurer and Lynn Rollmann for Financial Secretary with Debbie seconding the nomination.  The nomination was approved with unanimous consent.
Sustaining Fund 4th quarter request:  There is $5317.23 available.
		OCWM $1976
                        Gartman for boiler repair and maintenance $1413
                        Curriculum  $317
                        Devotionals  $97
                        Computer Screen repair  $500
                                      Total $4303
Marcia made a motion to request $4303 from Sustaining Fund as noted above and was seconded by Anne G.  Passed by unanimous consent
Adventures in Music rent adjustment:  Since the music class is going to be reduced by 3.5 hours per week, the instructor requested an adjustment in rent.  Marcia is going to work on a new contract that reflects the cost with 3.5 hours less per week.
Non-member wedding request:  Liz received a request to use the church for the wedding of a non-member.  RaeAnn is going to contact the family to discuss further.
Installation of council members:  On January 22nd the council members will have installation at whichever service they attend.
Organ dedication refreshment request:  The organ dedication will be Feb. 26th at 2 pm.  Val Trampf will be asking for donations of bars, punch, and coffee.
Organizations and Committees Reports:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Coffee Hour/Celebration:  No report received
	   Fellowship:  Ash Wednesday service will be Feb. 22nd at 7 pm.  Spaghetti dinner from 5:30-6:30.
	Missions:  Bell ringing completed at Walgreens on Koehler, gifts for the 4 families we sponsored 
		were delivered.  No new updates for January.          
	Building and Grounds:  No report received
	Church Outreach:  No report received
Adjournment:  9:10 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer
Submitted by Andrew Josephs, Secretary
“Help for the Homeless”
“The supplies that were given are more than toothpaste and toilet paper; they are a sign that the community cares. Thank you.” –Thomas, Shelter Resident

We will be collecting NEW hygiene and cleaning items for local homeless shelters and crisis agencies through 91.9/91.5 The Family’s 20th annual “Help for the Homeless” campaign March 1 – 25, 2012.  Please place your donations in the Help for the Homeless collection box located in the Narthex by March 25th.  Supplying these items to the shelters will help them direct their limited resources to providing qualified staff, counseling, food and shelter to those they serve. Your donations will remain in this community. Thank you! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Shelters and programs being assisted include:
 
ADVOCAP, Christine Ann Domestic Abuse Services, Father Carr’s Place 2B, Salvation Army, Winnebago County W2 Food Stamp Employment & Training Program 
 
Most Needed Items
	Cleaning Supplies
Laundry Soap
Dish Soap
Garbage Bags
Floor Cleaner
Bleach
Cleansers
Sponges
Disinfectant Cleaner
Toilet Bowl Cleaner
Dryer Sheets
Dishwashing Gloves
 
	Paper Products:
Toilet Tissue
Facial Tissue
Paper Towels
Feminine Care 
       Pads
       Tampons
 
	Baby Care:
Diapers
Wipes
Baby Bottles
Sip Cups
Baby Lotion
Baby Shampoo
Rash Ointment
	Hair Care:
Shampoo
Conditioner
Hair Brushes
Combs
Clips & Elastics
Styling Products - for all hair types
Little Girl Items
	Personal Care
Soft Soap
Bar Soap
Deodorant
Razors
Shaving Cream
Nail Clippers
Cotton Balls
Q-tips
Moisturizer/Lotions
Contact Solution
Lip Balm
 
	First Aid
Children’s Pain Meds
Pedialyte
Band Aids
Rubbing Alcohol
Hydrogen Peroxide
Anti-Diarrheal Meds
Antacids
Antibiotic Ointment
Cold Meds
Liquid Benadryl
Sun Screen
Treatment for Head Lice 
	Dental Care:
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
Mouthwash
Dental Floss
Denture Care 


 

[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/p/pr/prayer_5718.gif] 
Please pray for these members/friends of St. Paul’s who are in need of prayer:     Jeanette CummingsMary BossJean ArissDan TeschJohn SteinerAnne BossMuriel CarrilloRuth LaSotaChris ReichardLaurie Abraham. 




Pastor RaeAnn appointed Vice-Moderator of NEA
Pastor RaeAnn has been appointed to fill the position of Vice-Moderator of the Northeast Association. Her duties as Vice-Moderator include attending Executive Committee meetings every other month and planning the Association Annual Meeting. This is a great opportunity for Pastor RaeAnn and St. Paul’s.

  
[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/a/as/ashwed3.gif]On Wednesday, February 22nd from 5:30-6:30 PM, a spaghetti supper will be served before the Ash Wednesday service at 7 PM.  Join us for dinner, fellowship and our spiritual start of the Lenten season.
If you plan to attend, please sign the sheet on the Message Center in the Narthex.  All are welcome!  Anyone interested in helping, please contact Cristy Schneider 231-6037 or email at cjschneider2@sbcglobal.net. Dinner and beverages provided with a freewill offering to cover expenses. Hope to see you there!

[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/cookies_3474.gif]	Coffee Hour would like to thank Barb Loomans and the other women who helped with the Cookie Walk, as we received a wonderful donation of homemade cookies to use during our hospitality time. I would also like to thank Dorothy Hable, Mabel Reichard and Nicole Josephs for donating special goodies for our enjoyment!  Also, thanks to Irv and Herb Tesch and Jack Peterson and others who help clean up following the late service. If you would like to bring a special treat on any given Sunday, feel free to do so!  Also, we could use donations of cookies as our supply is dwindling. 
Thank you!   Val Trampf

[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/t/ti/tip224.gif]
ORGAN and KEYBOARD DEDICATION
RECEPTION


We will be hosting a dedication ceremony honoring the new organ and keyboard. Following the service, there will be a reception for the congregation, other clergy and the general public. We are in need of assistance with providing refreshments. Please complete this form if you are interested in donating bars, cake or a light appetizer. 


Name:___________________________________________

Food Item:________________________________________________



Please place this slip in the box located in the Narthex marked “Reception”. Please bring your item to church the morning of 2/26/12. Thank you for your help in making this a special event that our congregation can be proud of!            
Val Trampf


R

oses are Red, Violets are Blue...
Gift cards are sweet, and rebates are, too! 
 
Valentine’s Day is almost here, and now is the perfect time to order the gift cards you need to shop or give this holiday.
 
Use gift cards to buy candy and valentines for the kids to pass out at school, or to plan a romantic evening with that special someone. Plus, every time you make a Valentine’s Day purchase with gift cards, you also show love for St. Paul’s with the rebates you earn. It doesn’t get much sweeter than that!
 
With all the great brands available, it’s easy to find all the best gift cards for Valentine’s Day!
 
Upcoming ordering dates are:  February 5th and March 4th.
 
Also, make sure to give Shop With SCRIP and Presto Pay a try!  Simply log on to www.shopwithSCRIP.com and enroll with St. Paul’s enrollment code:       7BD8L72L469
 
Once you’re enrolled, you can place SCRIP orders anytime so you don’t have to worry about getting your ordering sheet to church on time.  If you want to go a step further, you can even place Presto Pay orders which use a credit card or bank account to pay for your SCRIP orders and receive them immediately as a print out gift card.  Any questions, see the Josephs!
 
NEEDED
Additional coffee cans are needed to use when delivering altar flowers to members. Bring any you have to the sacristy near the offices.  Thanks for your help.      


  BALANCE SHEET – December 2011
ASSETS
West Pointe Bank	           $       3,491.82
Wells Fargo Adv Funds      $     22,335.68
Vanguard Fund	           $     77,664.30
I Bond	$       5,359.80
PHYSICAL ASSETS
	Land		         		$   100,000.00
Building                 		$2,048,200.00
TOTAL ASSETS                           $2,257,051.60


[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/f/fu/funeral_5213.gif]
Funeral services were held for Harry Erdmann on January 8th, 2012 at St. Paul’s with Rev. RaeAnn Beebe officiating.  Harry was born December 25, 1925 and died on December 28, 2011.  Burial was in Lake View Memorial Park.
Biblical Texts for Personal Devotions and Reflection
[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/bi/bible_8869.gif]	The Revised Common Lectionary assigns four scripture passages for each Sunday. Except for the season of Eastertide, there is a passage from the Hebrew scripture (Old Testament), a Psalm, an Epistle (one of the letters), and a passage from the Christian scripture (New Testament). During the season of Eastertide a passage from the Acts of the Apostles is substituted for one from the Hebrew scripture. Following are the texts for the month of February. It is my hope that providing you with the texts for each Sunday will assist you in the practice of personal devotions.
	Blessings to you.
February 5:	Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39
February 12:	2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Mark 1:40-45
February 19:	2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9
February 26:	Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15

[5]
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JOSEPHS, ANDREW & NICOLE (#5) 02/13 
SHELDON, HIEDI  &GARY (#3) 02/21

[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/bd/bdays_5962.gif]







JOHANNES, BRAD 			02/01
WHITEMARSH, CHI 			02/01
BAHR, AGNES 			02/02
RADIG, CONNIE 			02/07
BOERNER, RYAN 			02/08
SCHAFER, ALYSSA 			02/10
SCHAFER, CAITLYN 		02/10
SCHMICK, CASEY 			02/11
JUEDES, MATTHEW 		02/13
REIGH, HILDA 			02/13
TOKOPH, REV. BRIAN 		02/13
TOUSSAINT, WARREN 		02/17
CIRRICIONE, NICK 			02/18
SCHNEIDER, JEFF 			02/18
LOOMANS, BRUCE 		02/24
JOACHIM, SAMUEL 	 	02/25
BOSS, BEN 				02/26
TESCH, HERBERT 			02/26




Thank you to the members of St. Paul's Church for the Christmas bonus. I really enjoy playing with the Praise Team and look forward to it every week. I have come to know many of your members since I began playing in 1995. Your support and friendliness is appreciated. As always, if you have any input for the Praise Team, please come talk to one of us after a service. 
Thank you, Robin Oxley



[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/s/sa/save_5140.gif]

ORGAN DEDICATION CONCERT
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 26th @ 2:00 P M
This concert will feature a guest organist who will perform organ works to demonstrate our new Rodgers organ.  St. Paul’s choir and a choir from Peace Lutheran Church will also perform.  A reception will follow.  Invite your friends!
 

[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/bo/bouquet_7293c.gif]	Bob Trampf, Sherri Landig, John Rabe and Nachell Nabbefeld for taking down the Christmas tree and cleaning up. 
	Curt Bahr for delivering altar flowers for the month of January.
	Lynn Rollmann for preparing January communion.
	Anne Sheldon for sending birthday cards to all the Sunday School children plus cleaning and organizing the church pew racks once a month.
	Jack Petersen for sending birthday cards to St. Paul’s members and friends.
	Norma Toussaint for covering coffee cans used for delivering altar flowers.
	Dennis Krause and Jeff Schneider for their continual check on maintenance affairs – changing many light bulbs, etc. 


Reminder:  Please continue to bring your used computer ink cartridges to the yellow box in the Narthex.  Money earned from these helps our office budget. 

	
[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/h/ho/hospital_6458.gif]	Anne Boss was hospitalized at Theda Clark Medical Center during January but has returned home.
	Mary Boss was hospitalized at Aurora Medical Center and is now temporarily at Eden Meadows.

January Giving
January 1			$1097
January 8			$2212
January 15			$2497
January 22			$  765
January 29			$  876
         TOTAL			$7447
[image: http://download.churchart.com/ArtLineLibrary/t/th/thanks_8799.gif]







	All the staff members of St. Paul’s say “thanks” to those of you who contributed to our Christmas bonuses.  We all appreciate your thoughtfulness and enjoy doing our part in making St. Paul’s such a great place!
Sherri, Liz, Pastor RaeAnn, Larry,
Nachell, Robin, Aaron, Brian


Address Changes
	Joyce Rasey has moved to Madison near her daughter, but no address is available at this time. 


	Worship bulletins remembered Wes Abraham on January 22nd and were given by his family.
	Altar flowers on January 15th honored the 4th birthday of Madeline Josephs given by Mom, Dad and Nathan.
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