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RaeAnn Beebe, Transitional Minister      1250 Leonard Point Rd.

Oshkosh, WI  54904          920-231-3080        stpauls@ntd.net
APRIL 2011 Tidings

INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. (Acts 2:42)
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Throughout the gospels, we read that Jesus gathered his disciples around him and he taught them. The disciples grew in their understanding of God and what it meant to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. In the early church, the Apostle Paul encouraged the churches he corresponded with to learn, grow, teach, and mature. 

Faith Development happens in a variety of ways. There are the informal, unintentional conversations we have with others or books or articles we happen to read that cause us to think about our faith in different ways or to explore ideas and concepts we had not thought about before. Vibrant, fruitful, growing congregations do not leave faith development to chance. They practice Intentional Faith Development. The dictionary defines “intentional” as deliberate effort, purposeful action toward an end, and having high prioritization. (Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, Intentional Faith Development by Robert Schnase, p. 17). Sunday School and Confirmation quickly come to mind when we think about intentional practices in the church for faith development, but our faith journey is lifelong and it is important not to leave learning up to chance encounters.

Following the example of Jesus, we learn that faith formation is best done in community and not by ourselves. Not only does a group offer support, encouragement, and direction, it also helps us interpret God’s word for our lives. Listening to others’ interpretations of scripture or encounters with God helps us to evaluate our own interpretations and experiences. Gathering for intentional faith development is not just about what we can get from others, but what we can give them as well. We become givers and receivers within the group. 

Intentional Faith Development takes many forms from Bible Study groups and book clubs to retreats, mentoring programs, and interest groups. Spending time at the beginning of meetings and musical practices to pray together or reflect on a specific topic are also ways of fostering faith development. 

How are we doing with Intentional Faith Development here at St. Paul’s? Are there some simple things we can do to encourage and enhance our faith development? Are there groups you would like to see happen at St. Paul’s or groups you would be willing to lead?


Our faith grows and changes over time. Let us grow and change together.
Blessings,

Pastor RaeAnn
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St. Paul’s Church Council Meeting- Wednesday March 16th, 2011

Present:  President Bob Trampf,  Secretary Andrew Josephs, Marcia Marks, Jack Meyer, Anne Boss, Toni Anand, Pastor RaeAnn Beebe, Christian Education Director Sherri Landig and Church Secretary Liz Joachim

Absent:  Jeff Schneider, Faye Lindemann, and Deb Wriedt.
President Bob called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m.  Pastor Beebe led the group with a prayer

Minister’s Report:  RaeAnn went over her schedule for the month.  A written copy can be found in the office if needed.

Secretary’s Report:  Marcia made a motion to accept the minutes from February and was seconded by Toni.  Approved by unanimous consent.

Correspondence:  Council received a request from the Juedes family to receive a scholarship for the family to attend camp at Moon Beach.  Marcia made a motion to approve $75 for all four family members to attend camp.  Jack seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous consent.

Treasurer’s Report/Bills: Marcia made a motion to pay the current bills and was seconded by Anne.  Approved by unanimous consent.  Toni made a motion to appoint Liz Joachim as treasurer and Lynn Rollmann as financial secretary.  Anne seconded the motion and was approved by unanimous consent.

Christian Education Director’s Report:  Sherri went over what she did for the month.  A copy of her report is available in the church office if needed. 

Old Business:

Safe Sanctuary:  The group has met and are in the final stages of having a policy.  They intend to meet with Jeff Mann and his wife to get details worked out.  After everything is worked out, the plan is to present to council for approval before being presented to the congregation.

Inactive report:  Four people did not respond to correspondence from the office and will be removed from the active roster.  One person requested to be removed from the active roster.

Summer worship schedule:    Jack made a motion to approve a change in worship schedules for the summer.  Beginning Memorial Day weekend and ending Labor Day weekend, there will only be one service which will begin at 9:30 A.M.  Marcia seconded the motion and was approved by unanimous consent.  RaeAnn will be working with the musicians to plan the music.

Approval of committees:  Since Jeff was unable to attend the meeting, this has been tabled until next meeting.

NEA meeting:  Anne Boss, Barb Jones, and RaeAnn have agreed to attend the meeting.

New Business:

Defibrillator request (wish list):  Bob and Liz are working on putting together a wish list for the church.  Someone has requested a defibrillator so we are looking into costs.

Pastoral Relations Committee recommendation:  Since there is not a search committee for a pastor, the committee has recommended to council to approve a vote for RaeAnn to be our permanent minister.  Anne made a motion to approve the recommendation of the committee to have a vote.  Marcia seconded the vote and it was approved by unanimous consent.  There will be one service at 9:30 A.M. on Sunday May 1st to be followed by a congregational vote on having RaeAnn Beebe as the permanent minister at St. Paul’s UCC.  Per the bylaws of the church, you must be present to vote so please attend the meeting after service on May 1st.
Turnaround Church Workshop report:  RaeAnn, Marcia Marks, Sheri Landig, and Deb Wriedt attended the workshop and briefly discussed a few things that were discussed.  Council will be having a special meeting on April 27th to further discuss what they learned and try to implement a few things.

Sports Ministry:  Since it is going to be spring again soon it is time to think about softball again.  The registration fee for the team will be $407.  Council agreed to let sports ministry be the Missions Moment for April 10th.  If you want to give to this ministry, please contact Andrew Josephs.

Organizations and Committees Reports:
Coffee Hour/Celebration:  Thank you to the Bettcher’s and Eileen Steiner, and Ruth Hauser for their donations of goodies! Also thanks to Herb Tesch, Irv Tesch and Jack Peterson in helping with clean-up after coffee hour on Sunday mornings.

Fellowship:  Ash Wednesday Spaghetti Supper was a nice way to start the Lenten Season. There were 45+ people who enjoyed a delicious dinner and fellowship before attending a meaningful Worship Service with Pastor Beebe. I want to send special thanks to Toni Anand, Ruth Hauser, Nichole Josephs, Nancy Kaufman, Faye Lindemann, Pat Rabe and Michelle Robien for making the baked spaghetti dish and desserts, as well as helping with set up/clean up. It was great to have so many volunteers which made my job much easier!  Val Trampf

Missions: Amanda requested to have a rummage sale again at church on Memorial Day weekend.  Marcia made a motion to approve the use of the parking lot for the rummage sale and Jack seconded.  The motion passed.  Please keep your eyes open for more details.

Building and Grounds:  No report received
Church Outreach:  No report received

Crafts:  Crafts went to North Point this month.
Adjournment:  9:15 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer

Submitted by Andrew Josephs, Secretary
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February 26 & 27, Pastor RaeAnn, Marcia Marks, Sherri Landig and myself attended a seminar at the Wisconsin Conference Center about growing your church.  It was a very informative weekend!  They compared the church to a grocery store starting in 1955.  Business people in the community would join a church and be a leader there. The church and the culture were about the same.  The grocery stores have changed very drastically since 1955 but not so much the church.  Only 17% of the population now attends worship.  Between 1990 and 2010, approximately 125,000 churches have closed.  

One of the things they had us think about was the unchurched people in the neighborhood around our church building.  What is the church heritage of these people, are the people local or are they transplants from other cities and states, what are the cultural issues, the ethnic makeup, the socioeconomic issues (are they blue collar or white collar, ) and the generational issues (boomers, retired, young families, etc.)?  Then, how can we bridge our existing church and church activities to the community?  One way to do this is have our pastor out networking with all types of groups in our community such as Theater Groups, Volunteer Fire Departments, Nursing Homes, Exercise Groups, etc. to start connecting with people.  Another way was for people from the church do small events with church people and guests.  These events could be a golf day, craft class, book club, or anything you like to do and that you know a few people in church like to do.  Then after these small group events, you want to invite them to additional church events and/or a church service.  They are calling these methods the “Invitation Model”.  

We discussed the old ways of growing your church, which they called the “Attraction Model”.  This was sending out brochures, advertising, a new sign, or having the “perfect program”.  If you look at the old way, ask yourself “how is that working for us”?  When you compare the differences between “attracting” and “inviting”, 87% of people that are “invited” to church come and stay!  

We will be having more opportunities to share with everyone what we learned and what things do we want to do to start growing our church.  Please keep the church in your prayers as we move forward to a “Turnaround Church”.

Debbie Wriedt
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We are looking for people to help with Easter Breakfast, Sunday, April 24, 2011. 


We need volunteers to make an egg bake and also help with set up/clean up. Anyone willing to help please contact Val Trampf, 920-904-0871. 

Please sign up in the Narthex for Easter breakfast which is held between services, starting at 9:30 AM.  The cost is $3 per person with a family maximum of $10.
Reminder:  Festival Foods receipts for the 1st quarter (January, February, March) of 2011 are due on Sunday, April 10th!
Congratulations to new grandparents Fred and Anne Boss on the birth of their 3rd grandson, Noah Thomas Riedeman.

How Are We Doing Through February 2011?
Income
$23,216

Expense                           $25,490
 

 ( 2,274)

Pledged Income expected
$22,230

Pledged Income received
$17,544 *

                      ( 4,686)

*This is pledged income ONLY.  Does not include other misc income received.
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CONGREGATIONAL NOTICE

On May 1, 2011 immediately following one worship service to be held at 9:30 a.m., there will be a special congregational meeting of the members of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ for the following purposes:
1.  To call RaeAnn Beebe as our permanent minister at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ.

As most of you know, RaeAnn has been employed by St. Paul’s United Church of Christ for approximately one year as our Transitional Pastor. It has been recommended by the Pastoral Relations Committee to the Council to extend the call to RaeAnn Beebe to be the permanent minister of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ.  According to the By-laws of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ “a candidate shall be considered during a special meeting of the Congregation; and if approved in a secret ballot by three-fourths (3/4) of the active members present and voting, then the candidate shall be called as Minister (offered employment in the position of Minister).”

Members of the Council have been approached by members of the congregation stating that if and when there is a vote to be held on this matter that they would like to vote by absentee ballot if they could not be present at the special congregational meeting.  As you can see from our By-Laws, this would not be possible as our By-laws do not provide for absentee ballots but say “three-fourths (3/4) of the active members present and voting”.  Therefore, you can see that it is extremely important that you be present on May 1, 2011, to make your vote count.

2.  To approve a Safe Sanctuary Policy.

A special committee has been working on this policy for some time.  It is the mission of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ to offer programs in which children and youth can learn safely and confidently, building their faith in an atmosphere of trust and friendship.  The Safe Sanctuary Policy covers this matter.  It will be approved by Council and then presented to the congregation for approval.  There will be copies made available to the congregation before the meeting for examination.    
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Ash Wednesday Spaghetti Supper was a nice way to start the Lenten Season. There were 45+ people who enjoyed a delicious dinner and fellowship before attending a meaningful Worship Service with Pastor Beebe. I want to send special thanks to Toni Anand, Ruth Hauser, Nicole Josephs, Nancy Kaufman, Faye Lindemann, Pat Rabe and Michelle Robien for making the baked spaghetti dish and desserts, as well as helping with set up/clean up. It was great to have so many volunteers which made my job much easier!  Val Trampf
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Find out at
Interfaith Laughter Night
Friday, April 1, 2011 7:00 p.m.
New Moon Café,
401 N. Main Street, Oshkosh, Wisconsin

Bring a joke about your own religious tradition to share!



If you would like to support emergency relief and rebuilding efforts in Japan, you can do so by making a secure online donation at ucc.org and click on the Japan relief link. Gifts may also be made through St. Paul's. Mark an envelope with "Pacific earthquake/tsunami” and we will see that your gift is sent through our Conference office to Wider Church Ministries. Donations may also be made out and sent directly to Wider Church Ministries, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115.
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Thank you to the Bettcher’s and Eileen Steiner, Ruth Hauser, Mabel Reichard and Dorothy Hable for their donations of goodies! Also, thanks to Herb Tesch, Irv Tesch and Jack Peterson in helping with clean-up after coffee hour on Sunday mornings. 

Spring cleaning = 2nd Annual Rummage Sale

At the Church

Memorial Day weekend, Saturday May 28th, will be the second annual rummage sale at St. Pauls.  Profits from items go back to individual families unless otherwise specified that the funds go back to St. Pauls.  If you'd like to join us, plan on helping set up tables and organize items on Friday, May 27th.  We'll divvy up the hours on Saturday for the actual sale so every family has a time to work.  Clean up will be immediately after the sale. (Specific times have not been decided yet).  

Last year's turnout was great with St. Paul's great access to Hwy 21 and Omro's city wide rummage sale the same weekend.  Contact Amanda Benson if you have any questions and to sign up!  (920) 420-9404
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Please consider being a van driver for the late service on any Sunday morning that you choose.  This mission of St. Paul’s is desperately needed by several members of our congregation who are unable to attend worship without this service of ours.  For questions or to volunteer, call the church office or Wes Abraham at 231-1266.
Biblical Texts for Personal Devotions and Reflection


The Revised Common Lectionary assigns four scripture passages for each Sunday. Except for certain seasons of the church year, there is a passage from the Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament), a Psalm, an Epistle (one of the letters), and a passage from the Christian Scripture (New Testament). Following are the texts for the month of April. It is my hope that providing you with the texts for each Sunday will assist you in preparing for worship on Sunday mornings.

Blessings to you.

April 3:

I Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23, 



Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

April 10:
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 


8:6-11; John 11:1-45

April 17:
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; 


Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14-


27:66

April 24:
Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 


Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-18

115th Anniversary Committee
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Thank you to Bobbi Reepsdorf, Ruth Hauser, Anne Boss, Irv Tesch, and Barb Jones for volunteering to work on the 115th anniversary celebration. If anyone has ideas or historical information, please let one of these people know. I am sure they will be looking for others to assist them as well, so please be open to the invitation to help them out.

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)


We are blessed that God is able to provide when and where help is needed through us. (2 Corinthians 9:8-15) OGHS offerings go to help people impacted by disasters in the United States and around the world. Prayerfully consider your participation in this special offering. We will receive the offering on April 3rd.
Annual Meeting of the
Northeast Wisconsin Association UCC


“Mission: Possible” is the theme for this year’s Northeast Association meeting. “Mission: Possible” celebrates and encourages all to become one in the service of our Lord. Our message of the Gospel and the Good [image: image14.png]-
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News will not self destruct as long as we are willing in our faith to live it and tell of it. Rev. Anthony Robinson will be the keynote speaker. You have heard me quote him many times in my sermons and I am excited to hear him speak. St. Paul’s delegates are Barb Jones and Anne Boss. The meeting will be held at 1st Congregational UCC in Appleton on April 30.

Pastor RaeAnne

Food Pantry Update

According to Emmanuel UCC’s newsletter:

· 127 families were supported in January

· This included 266 adults and 147 children

· 17 families were new to the food pantry

The need for food assistance continues to grow as families struggle to make ends meet. Emmanuel expressed their thanks to St. Paul’s for supporting the food pantry. The fourth Sunday of every month is designated as Food Pantry Sunday, but food can be brought to church anytime and placed in the wood bin in the Narthex.  Emmanuel picks it up on the first Wednesday of the month. Matthew 25:31-46 tells us, when we feed Jesus’ brothers and sisters, we are feeding Jesus. Thank you for your generous donations

SCRIP News!


With gas prices increasing and the amount of time between fill ups decreasing, now is the perfect time to stock up on Kwik Trip cards!!  I just got word from Great Lakes SCRIP that Kwik Trip will be increasing their contribution from 4% to 9%!!  They are also changing from a $20 card to a $25 card; therefore, both a $25 and a $100 card are available from Kwik Trip.  Even though you'll be spending more at the pump, use SCRIP cards to give back to St. Paul's with each fill up.  Stop by the SCRIP table to pick up an order form today!  Upcoming ordering dates are:   APRIL 24th, and MAY 22nd. 
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On Sunday, March 20, St. Paul’s was happy to welcome four new members:  Lyle and Sharon Rudy, Chris Reichard and Annette Reichard.  Here are some introductions –
ANNETTE: I grew up in Oshkosh and graduated from Oshkosh West in 1976.  Shortly after graduation, I enlisted in the United States Army where I served on active duty for 3 years.  I also served in the Army Reserves for 23 years and worked for the Department of the Army in a civil service capacity for 12 years while residing in Eau Claire.  In 2000, I retired from both positions and in 2005 moved back to Oshkosh to spend more time with family.  I currently reside in Omro with my sister Chris and love to camp at our trailer at Wilderness Campground near Montello.

CHRIS: I grew up in Oshkosh, a part of the St Paul’S family through our mother, Mabel, and attended church frequently with her as well as at St. Peter's Catholic Church with our (late) father Gordon starting in the early '60s.  After graduating from Oshkosh West High School in 1979, I joined the United States Navy and enjoyed a 20 year career, retiring as a Senior Chief Petty Officer (E-8) at Whidbey Island Washington in 1999.  In 2001, I rejoined my family in Oshkosh and have been employed as a unit manager in the Lease Department at U.S. Bank's Consumer Loan & Lease Operations Center in Oshkosh.  I reside in Omro with my best friend and sister, Annette!

LYLE & SHARON:  Five years ago, we retired to Winneconne from Oregon, WI.  Sharon was raised in Winneconne and attended school there.  Both of us went to college in Madison and lived in the area for over 40 years.  Lyle formed a construction – real estate business that is now run by our son with help from Lyle.  Sharon was a self-employed tax consultant and preparer for many years.  We visited St. Paul’s about one year ago and found the church to be welcoming and met our needs.  It was an added benefit to have a relative and a grade school friend as members.  Getting to know RaeAnn made the decision easy. 
WELCOME TO ALL OF YOU!
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Kaiden Anthony Kaufman was baptized in the Holy Sacrament of Baptism on March 13, 2011 at St. Paul’s UCC with Pastor RaeAnn Beebe officiating.  Kaiden, son of Nancy and Anthony Kaufman, was born on July 7, 2007.  Sponsors were Paul Alaniz and Sharon Zarter. 
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Sports Ministry

Spring is coming soon which means softball will be starting soon.  Once again, St. Paul’s is going to have a co-ed team play on Tuesday nights.  The registration fees have actually gone down a little from last year’s but still will cost $407.  

If you want to support this wonderful group, please contribute to the loose change collection on April 10th.  We have had so much fun the past two seasons and plan to do the same again this year.  As in the past two seasons, we are always looking for females to play.  We have had such response from the males in the congregation that a few people have actually chosen to sit out this season to allow others to play.  

The diamond is going to be graced this season by our own RaeAnn Beebe, so please come out and support the team.  The schedule and game locations will be posted as soon as we get it.


Thank you so much for your support these last two seasons and we appreciate your continued support.

St. Paul’s Men’s Club continues to meet the 1st Saturday of each month (9 AM) at Two Brothers’ Restaurant.  Soon it is time to  start thinking about summer projects at the church, including the lawn mowing of our yard.  They welcome all men interested in attending, whether you’re a member of St. Paul’s or not.  Join us Saturday, April 2nd. 
Automatic Transfer Authorization


Have you considered having your weekly church giving automatically transferred to St. Paul’s from your bank accounts?


It’s as easy as contacting the church office for an [image: image18.png]


authorization form (231-3080).  Several St. Paul’s members already contribute regularly to our budget this way so their giving continues even when they are away or unable to attend worship.  Why not give [image: image19.png]%@H(‘i%%hi )
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it a try?
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You are invited to attend the Good Friday Ecumenical Worship service held at Wesley Methodist Church at noon on April 22nd.
Please pray for these members/friends of St. Paul’s who are in need of prayer:     Anita Faust(Carol Schmid(Dorothy Bunker(Irene Messer(Jeanette Cummings(Mary Boss(Jean Ariss( Anne Boss(Marian Litke(Dan Tesch(Robert Faust(Wes Abraham(Marion Abraham(Lois Liverman(Bob Stenerson(Sandi Krause(Ruth Lasota. 

------------------------------------------------------         
 BALANCE SHEET – February 2011

ASSETS

West Pointe Bank
           $     5,451.73

Wells Fargo Adv Funds      $     9,820.65

Vanguard Fund
           $   50,228.08

I Bond
$     5,258.00

PHYSICAL ASSETS


Land

         

$ 100,000.00

Building                 
         $2,048,200.00
TOTAL ASSETS                         $2,218,958.46
LIABILITIES

SS & Med Taxes

             

Federal taxes

State Income Taxes
$      372.40
TOTAL LIABILITIES                      $     372.40
-------------------------------------------------
Hospitalized during March were Karen Kentopp and Marion Abraham.  Both have returned home.
HAND BELL MEMORIAL CONCERT
 

Please join my family at a concert presented by Encore! Hand Bell Ensemble, Inc. in memory of my sister, founding member Shirley A. Schuhart, on May 1, 2011 at 2:00 PM at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in Oshkosh.  The concert will feature two premiere memorial works:  a commissioned piece by Michael Glasgow entitled “Reminiscence” and a piece by Encore! member and composer Patrick Meyer entitled “A Life Well-Lived”.  Other program pieces represent some of Shirley’s best-loved hand bell music.

 

There will be no admission charge; however, contributions to the commissioned work “Reminiscence” will be gratefully received.  All donations to Encore! are tax deductible.  Refreshments will be served immediately following the concert.   

 

Pat Rabe  

WORSHIP BULLETINS
March 6 – Honored the 42nd wedding 
anniversary of Fred and Anne Boss
March 20 – Remembered Marcia Davies given by 
Don Davies.

March 27 – Honored the 10th birthday of Brecca 
Bettcher given by Mom, Dad and Brinley.

MARCH GIVING
March 6

$2618

March 13

$1538

March 20

$1139
March 27

$2501

 TOTAL
$7796
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Thursday, April 21 – Maundy 
Thursday worship at 7:30 
PM with communion
Friday, April 22 – Good Friday 
Ecumenical Worship at 
Wesley Methodist Church 
at noon

Sunday, April 24 – Easter Sunday


Services at 9:00 AM and 10:30 am WITH 
COMMUNION.  NO Sunday School.


Easter breakfast @ 9:30 AM
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March 6 – Remembered 
Gertrude Ryf given by 
Mary Ellen Miller and

         Elizabeth Joachim                             

March 20 – Honored new members Chris 
Reichard and Annette Reichard given 
by Dorothy Hable and Mabel Reichard

March 27 – Remembered John Ryf given by 
Mary Ellen Miller and Elizabeth Joachim
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NEW this summer!


One worship service only at 9:30 AM from May 29th through September 4th!


Both traditional and contemporary worship styles and music will be offered according to a schedule to be determined.

Mark your calendars 

for a Cinco de Mayo Party following the 10:30 AM Celebration Sunday Service 
on May 22nd!
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Bowlers and non-bowlers had a great time at the Bowling Party on March 26th.  The event was well attended by all ages with 30 people in attendance.  Irv Tesch and Lynn Rollmann were the two that hadn't bowled for the longest time, while Isaac Buelow (age 2) was the youngest bowler to participate. Jeff Schneider was the "King Pin" scoring 204!  It was a fun-filled afternoon of fellowship.    
Fellowship Committee

Anniversaries

KRAUSE, DENNIS & CAROL 

April 18   
47 years
KENTOPP, JOE & ANNIE 

April 25
13 years
WISCHOW, GORDON & JACKIE 

53 years
April 26
HARVOT, BARRY & JEAN 

22 years
April 29
SCHMID, CAROL & LAMONTE

40 years
April 29
NEYHARD, STEPHEN & LYNN 

23 years
April 30
Birthdays

JOVAAG, MYRON 

04/05

PETERSEN, JODI 

04/06

JOACHIM, CALEB  

04/08

DAVIES, DONALD 

04/09 
ROBIEN, ROD 

04/11

SCHNEIDER, JORDYN  
04/12

TESCH, APRIL 

04/14

SPAULDING, SARA  
04/18

CIRRICIONE, CHANDLER04/19

LOOMANS, DEVIN 

04/21

JUEDES, MICHAEL 
04/22

LANDIG, SHERRI 

04/25

LEFEBER, SUSAN 

04/26 

BENSON, AMANDA 
04/29 

JOSEPHS, NICOLE 
04/29 

TRAMPF, VALERIE 
04/30 
 

	Dear Adopt a Family Sponsors,
       Thank you so much for coming to the aid of families in need this past Christmas season.  Thanks to your generosity 182 families comprised of 456 children were sponsored.  Without your help most of these families would have had no Christmas at all.

 

God bless all of you,

Steve Lord

Adopt a Family Coordinator


Greetings from the
Christian Ed Director.....

As I look out my window, I am anxiously awaiting the arrival of the real Spring. I know the calendar says it is Spring, but the ice on my driveway says something different. How I long for the greening of the grass, the budding of the flowers and the trees. I know I need to be patient, but it is difficult. My patience has worn thin with other things and in my talks with God I ask for it daily. I wonder if others do the same. I know that God will answer my prayers on God’s time,  and he knows what is best for me. I guess that is called trust. 

Is your family participating in the “Sharing brings Joy” envelope I sent with the children on March 13th? We are blessed with so many things and sometimes it is hard to acknowledge there are those with so little. It is my hope the students bring back their envelopes on April 3rd and will find joy in sharing their blessings. Let’s see how much the Sunday School of St. Paul’s can contribute to the One Great Hour of Sharing we are doing as a church. 

Vacation Bible School plans are in the works. I have a meeting with the other members of the VBS program on Sunday, March 27th. I will share any information I have when I can.

On Sunday, May 1st, we will not be having Sunday School. It will be an opportunity to worship together as a family, since it is the Sunday we will be voting on Pastor RaeAnn as our called pastor. It is not often the Sunday School children get to worship with their family and I think this will be a good learning experience. Looking forward to having everyone in Church on May 1st.

I hope everyone has a wonderful Easter. As you search for the eggs and baskets, don’t forget the real meaning of Easter. We are fortunate to have had the Son of God die on a cross for our sins.

Blessings, Sherri Landig

    Andrew & Nicole Josephs for their continued hard work with the successful SCRIP fund raising program.
     Toni Anand and Lynn Rollmann for preparing March communions.
     Toni Anand, Lynn Rollmann, Norma Toussaint, Ruth Hauser, Barb Jones, Herb Tesch and Jack Petersen for house cleaning the church kitchen.
     Lenten meditation readers – Andrew Josephs, Toni and AJ Anand, Bob and Val Trampf and Norma Toussaint. 

WANTED:  Safe homes for foster children of Winnebago County.  Foster parents are needed for all ages and levels of care for children.  This includes homes to assist in taking emergency placements; homes to provide ongoing foster care placements; homes for teens that have special treatment needs; and homes to provide respite to foster parents.  If you are able to help, please contact Renee Soroko, Winnebago County Dept of Human Services at 236-4658 for further information.
    The diligent farmer plants trees of which he himself will never see the fruit. Cicero
     Rain that falls in springtime is like the handclasp of a friend.         Author Unknown
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