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June 2011 Tidings

Extravagant Generosity
“They … gave according to their means, and even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints.” (2 Corinthians 8:2-4)


Can you imagine this situation? People begging to share what they have for ministry? People willingly, enthusiastically giving beyond their means? Not what we usually see in our churches. We come to stewardship season with trepidation and apologies. “We know things are tight for everyone and people are giving what they can, but could you dig a little deeper this year?” Sound familiar?


Robert Schnase in his series on practices that are vital to vibrant, growing, fruitful churches says that this should not be the case. He points out that generosity is listed as a gift of the Spirit and giving reflects the nature of God. God is a giver and God gives abundantly. If we believe in a God who provides for all of our needs, then why is it so hard to talk about money in the church? Probably because the way the Bible and Jesus talk about money is so different from the way our culture views money and the success that comes with it. Wealth and processions are a sign of success in our world, but Jesus says that a sign of success is how well those who have nothing are cared for.


Giving is central to Jewish and Christian practice because people perceive God as extravagantly generous, the giver of every good gift, the source of life and love. People give because they serve a giving God. (Extravagant Generosity Workbook, p. 11)  We do not give because we have to or are expected to. We do not give because the church needs money to function (although it does). We give because God first gave to us and God is not stinging in God’s giving. God gives abundantly (i.e. the feeding of the 5000, giving his only son).


Remember the story of the widow who put 2 copper coins in the treasury (found in Mark and Luke)? Others had come and put in larger sums of money, but Jesus says that the widow put in more than all the others because she gave out of her poverty and not her abundance. She gave to God first instead of what was left over. She gave a larger portion of her income then the others did. Tithing is a term that has gone out of vogue in the church. A person who tithes gives 10% of their gross income to the church. Schnase says that “tithing helps the followers of Jesus understand that all things belong to God and that, during their days on earth, followers are entrusted as stewards to use all they have and all they are in ways that glorify God.” (Extravagant Generosity Workbook, p. 19) Wouldn’t it be wonderful to set tithing as a goal and work toward it each year? 

Extravagant Generosity is not only about our personal giving to the church. It is also about the church’s giving as well. How does the church use its resources for mission and outreach? Does the church tithe its resources as well? What does our budget say about the priorities of the church?


Fruitful congregations practice Extravagant Generosity, a generosity that exceeds all expectations. Extravagant Generosity changes the giver, changes the church, and changes the world.

Blessings,

Pastor RaeAnn
ST. PAUL’S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - Wednesday, May 11, 2011

Present: President, Bob Trampf, Vice-President Jeff Schneider, Marcia Marks, Faye Lindemann, Anne Boss, Jack Meyer, Church Secretary, Liz Joachim, Pastor RaeAnn Beebe and Education Director Sherri Landig.  Absent:   Secretary, Andrew Josephs, Toni Anand, and Debbie Wriedt.

President Bob Trampf  called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. and Pastor RaeAnn opened  with an  inspirational  reading.  
Minister’s Report: RaeAnn went over her schedule for the month. She informed the Council that Confirmation was coming up this Sunday, May 15, 2011 and that the committee for the 115th Anniversary committee had met and things were coming along well for this celebration. A written copy of her report can be found in the office.   
Secretary’s Report: Jack made a motion to accept the minutes and Anne seconded.  Approved by unanimous consent. 
     Correspondence: There was none.

Treasurer’s Report/Bills: Jeff made a motion to approve and Anne seconded.  Approved by unanimous consent and payment of bills to take place when money is available.  

Christian Education Director’s Report:  Sherri submitted a written report which is available in the office.
OLD BUSINESS:
Maintenance Issues: Jeff will contact John Anderson to shut off the boilers for the summer and set the air conditioning schedule.  June 11, 2011 has been set for the clean-up day.

Approve Committees:  Jeff reported to the Council that the committees of the church had been restructured with the hope of encouraging more people to become active and alleviating all the responsibility of a committee on one person.  There will not be monthly reporting to the Council.  There will not be sign up sheets, people will be contacted directly.     

Roof  issue: There is leaking in the roof over the Mother’s room.  After the heavy rains, Jeff, Dennis, Bob and Jack will take a look at it and report back to the Council.  If it is just a matter of replacing tar, that will be taken care of.  If it is thought to be more serious, we will contact a roofing contractor. 

Tenant matter:
It has been reported to Council that when one of the Tenants had use of the building, there was activity in that space by members of the congregation.  The Council will write a letter.      

Defibrillator request (Wish list): The Council decided to publish the list in the Tidings occasionally.  It was mentioned that there are times when members ask what the church needs or sometimes after a member dies, members of the family will want to do something special for the church and will inquire as to the needs of the church.  

The Turnaround Church: Rae Ann thanked all the members of the Council who were able to make it to the Turnaround Church meeting.  It was felt that this was a very productive meeting and we will try to incorporate some of the ideas as soon as possible into our congregation. 
NEW BUSINESS:

Annual fee schedule review: None of the fees were changed but it was felt that the fees of the Organist, Soloist and Minister should not be on the fee schedule but should be negotiated directly with those individuals.  However, it could be indicated that the fees on the schedule were typical fees.  Our fee schedule will be compared with another schedule from another church.  Liz and RaeAnn will work on this and report back to Council next month.   

     July 1 - Rae Ann’s Contract/annuity: Since the congregation vote to call RaeAnn as our settled pastor, the balance of her salary package which includes an annuity contribution will become effective July 1, 2011.  RaeAnn also informed the Council that on Saturday July 16, 2011, her ordination will take place at her home church in Plymouth, Wisconsin.  Bob will check into chartering a bus for the occasion and more information will be forth coming.  Now that we have a settled Pastor, Rae Ann was requested to make up a time guideline for Council as to how much time she was spending on various activities.  Since she is part-time, it is important that her time be spent on priorities set by her and by Council.  There will be further discussion at our next meeting.

Appoint nominating committee: Bob will be going off Council this year so he will head up the Nominating Committee.  Council suggested other members for this committee who Bob will contact.  
Organizations’s and Committees’ reports:


Kitchen/Fellowship/Coffee Committee: Nothing 


Mission Committee: There is a rummage sale coming up Memorial day weekend, a brat fry has been set up at Pick & Save on Koeller on July 19, 20, and 21.  Profits will be split between missions, men’s club, and sports ministry.  


Building & Grounds: Jeff made his report earlier. 


Church Outreach: Nothing

    
Craft Committee: They will meet May 12, 2011.  


Pastoral Relations Committee: They met on May 9, 2011 and will meet again on August 8, 2011.
For the Good of the Church: Members of the Council expressed their happiness on the outcome of the congregational vote which called RaeAnn as our Pastor.    

ADJOURNMENT at 8:50 p.m. and Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully submitted, Marcia Marks, Acting Secretary 
How Are We Doing Through April 2011?
Income
$41,575

Expense                           $46,357
 

 (  4,782)

Pledged Income expected
$41,990

Pledged Income received
$33,820 *

                      ( 8,170)

*This is pledged income ONLY.  Does not include other misc income received.
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Please pray for these members/friends of St. Paul’s who are in need of prayer:     Anita Faust(Carol Schmid(Dorothy Bunker(Irene Messer(Jeanette Cummings(Mary Boss(Jean Ariss( Anne Boss(Marian Litke(Dan Tesch(Robert Faust(Wes Abraham(Marion Abraham(Lois Liverman(Ruth LaSota(Lee Johnson.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Festival Foods receipts for the 2nd quarter of 2011 (April, May and

June) are due Sunday, July 10th.  Bring to church or mail to office.
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Nick Cirricione is graduating from Oshkosh West High School and will be attending UW Oshkosh.
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Alex Hoffman is graduating with highest honors from Oshkosh West High.  He will be attending U.W. Green Bay next year where he will be pursuing a business degree.

Andrew Hoffman is graduating with highest honors from Oshkosh West High.  He will be attending U.W. Oshkosh next year where he will be pursuing an accounting degree.

Lacey Anderson is graduating from West High in Oshkosh and plans on becoming a pharmacist.
*If we have missed any of our high school or college graduates, please inform the office and we’ll include them next month.
Biblical Texts for Personal Devotions 
and Reflection

The Revised Common Lectionary assigns four scripture passages for each Sunday. Except for the season of Eastertide, there is a passage from the Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament), a Psalm, an Epistle (one of the letters), and a passage from the Christian Scripture (New Testament). During the season of Eastertide a passage from the Acts of the Apostles is substituted for one from the Hebrew Scriptures. Following are the texts for the month of June. It is my hope that providing you with the texts for each Sunday will assist you in preparing for worship on Sunday mornings.

Blessings to you.

June 5:

Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35, I 


Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11; John 17:1-11

June 12:
Acts2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; I 


Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 20:19-23

June 19:
Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 



Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 


28:16-20

June 26:
Genesis 22:1-4; Psalm 13; Romans 


6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42

               Northeast Association
Annual Meeting

Barb Jones, Anne Boss, and Pastor RaeAnn attended the Northeast Association Annual Meeting on April 30th. The meeting was held at 1st Congregational UCC Appleton and we had the privilege of hearing a portion of their choir sing during the worship service. Truly an angelic sound! 
The theme of the meeting was “Mission Possible.” Rev. Anthony Robinson who is a retired UCC pastor and now a writer and consultant was the keynote speaker. The title of his presentation was “Leading Change and Living to Tell the Story.” He spoke on leadership in a changing culture. His ideas fit in nicely with what a group of us had learned at The Turnaround Church event. There was also a presentation on missions and we were able to attend breakout sessions in the afternoon on mission projects various churches in our association are participating in. 
During the business portion of the day’s events, St. Paul’s was recognized for being a 5 for 5 church, meaning we contribute to Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) and the four special mission offerings of the UCC (Neighbors in Need, One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, and The Christmas Fund). We were also recognized for our per member giving to OCWM.
 Due to the restructuring of the Conference, there will no longer be Association Ministers. A release of duties service was held for Rev. Art Wille who has been our Association Minister for the last 6 years. Art will become an Associate Conference Minister as of June 1.
Strengthen the Church
Special Mission Offering
A little love can go a long way.  When our lives become unpredictable or chaotic, when we’re facing into a storm, when we’re weary and discouraged, fearful or confused… a little love can give the boost we need.  

Many of us find that love in our church.  But there are many people still seeking and yearning for a little love, a little hope, and a reassuring word.  They have not found a church that’s reaching out with an extravagant welcome, where they can hear the message of the unconditional love of our still speaking God.  That’s where the Strengthen the Church special mission offering steps in. 


Each year, we receive a special offering that helps the church’s love to grow and thrive. Called Strengthen the Church, this offering funds new congregations and renews existing ones. It supports programs for youth and young adults and nurtures current and future leaders. And it sends the God is Still Speaking Ministry’s message of extravagant welcome and inclusivity into our world.

The Wisconsin Conference has a strong program in church renewal and development through our Church Development and Renewal Team and our Minister for Church Development and Renewal, Rev. Joanne Thomson.
We will receive this offering on June 5th. I invite you to give to Strengthen the Church. Special envelopes are included in this Tidings.  Your generous gift today ensures a vibrant church tomorrow.

Spread the Love. Strengthen the Church. God is still speaking.
Timber Rattlers Tailgate Party

The Northeast Wisconsin Association of the [image: image6.png]


United Church of Christ is gathering for a Tailgate Party at the Timber Rattlers’ game on Saturday, July 30, 2011. The tailgate party starts at 4:00 pm with supper and kids activities. The game tickets are $12 for adults and $5 for children 12 and under. The deadline for signing up is July 13. A signup sheet will be posted in the Narthex on the Fellowship bulletin board on the kiosk.


The Association will also be collecting school supplies for Orion Family Services. Orion Family Services is one of the organizations that are supported through Our Churches Wider Mission. A list of suggested supplies is posted on the kiosk and a donation box will be placed in the Narthex as well. Anyone can donate items whether you join us for the game or not. More information on Orion will be given during our Mission Moment in June.


This is an opportunity to gather with our brothers and sisters from other UCC congregations to enjoy fun and fellowship. Check your calendars and save the date.

	Adopt a Cabin - Women's Build
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Join in on constructive destruction with other women at Moon Beach during the week of August 21. Stay for free while you are there (they are asking for a $2 7/day donation for meals) and give a week of time, a day, an afternoon. 

Handy, or not - lady power is needed for this special Women's Build. 

Call Moon Beach at 715.479.8255 to register.
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The Missions Committee has reserved three days at Pick 'n Save on Koeller to have a brat fry in July.  July 19-21 has been set aside for St. Paul's (We tried to get the weekend, but we were one day late signing up!) 

Planning is still in the early stages, but the softball team, the Men's Club, and Mission Committee may each be in charge of one day and then split all of the profits.  Check your calendars, and see if you'd be able to help out...or stop by and buy a yummy brat or hamburger!  Watch the church announcements for more details!

NEW SCRIP RETAILER!

 
The Great Lakes SCRIP program recently partnered with Papa Murphy's Take & Bake Pizza to make your meal times easier and more profitable for St. Paul's!  Papa Murphy's offers a $10 Gift Card with an 8% contribution rate.  What better time than summer to buy some take & bake pizzas!  

The summer days are busy with activities (like going to Six Flags - don't forget your SCRIP card) and when you are ready for dinner you're too tired to make a meal.  Use your Papa Murphy's SCRIP Card and pick up a pizza.  Dinner couldn't be simpler!  Giving to St. Paul's couldn't be simpler, either!


Please take a look at the SCRIP ordering form and pick up the SCRIP cards that you will be using over the summer NOW!

 
Summer ordering dates are:  June 19th (Father's Day - do you have a present yet?  How about a SCRIP card?)

July 17th       August 14th
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It is that time of year where we clean our church on the outside.  This is scheduled for Saturday June 11th from 9:00 to 11:00 AM. What we focus on is cleaning the windows. The more help we can get will make the project go much quicker. All the help would be greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, Please contact Jeff Schneider 231-6037.
Thank you to Ruth Hauser for supplying cookies, Dorothy Hable and Mabel Reichard for providing donut holes and to those members who are donating cash for treats. 

How Are We Doing Through April 2011?
Income
$41,575

Expense                           $46,357
 

 (  4,782)

Pledged Income expected
$41,990

Pledged Income received
$33,820 *
                      ( 8,170)

*This is pledged income ONLY.  Does not include other misc income received.
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St. Paul’s Men’s Club had their final meeting of the season in May at Two Brothers’ Restaurant.  They’ll continue to work on keeping the church lawn up for the summer and meet again for breakfast on the 1st Saturday in September.

Perhaps you have thought that you may reserve/purchase the altar flowers for a specific Sunday only if you care to honor or remember a loved one.  That is NOT the case – if you would like fresh flowers to continue to be used each Sunday, why not pay for the flowers for one Sunday?  

All you need to do is sign up in the Narthex or if you prefer, just phone the church office and reserve a Sunday at the cost of $28. 


The two bouquets are yours after services are over.  Questions – call the office (231-3080).
CHOIR NEWS

With Sunday May 29th, the choirs will finish their participation in the worship services for this season.  They will start again to provide music for the services in September.  

I want to extend a big Thank You to all those in the Choir and Bell Choir for their dedication to the music program of the church and their faithful service through  attendance at practice and church services during this past season.  
 
The choir may be able to sing at the Sunday service a few times this summer.  That all depends on the availability of choir members who might all be able to be at service on the same Sunday.  
 
We look forward to providing choral music for the services starting in September and hope to sing at a few services this summer.
 

Larry Klausch, Choir Director
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NEW this summer!

One worship service only at 9:30 AM through September 4th!


This summer the Council has decided to try having only one worship service. Through Labor Day, we will worship at 9:30 am. Even though there is no Sunday school during the summer, families are encouraged to worship together. A Children’s Time will be an important part of our services. When parents worship with their children, it shows children that worship is an important part of our weekly routine. Enjoy your summer plans. Both traditional and contemporary worship styles and music will be offered according to a schedule to be determined.

    BALANCE SHEET – April 2011

ASSETS

West Pointe Bank
           $     2,644.51

Wells Fargo Adv Funds      $     9,820.65

Vanguard Fund
           $   51,020.98

I Bond
$     5,258.00

PHYSICAL ASSETS


Land

           $   100,000.00

Building                 
$2,048,200.00
TOTAL ASSETS                 $2,216,944.14
LIABILITIES

SS & Med Taxes

             

Federal taxes

State Income Taxes
$186.20
TOTAL LIABILITIES
$186.20
St. Paul’s UCC 2011 Softball Schedule

Tuesdays at Spanbauer Field (9th & Sawyer)                        

UNLESS NOTED

Date




Time



May 24



7:30PM

May 31



7:30PM
June 7




6:45PM

June 14***      CO. PARK SOUTH   ***6:00PM

June 21



6:00PM

June 28***  
 CO. PARK SOUTH   ***6:00PM
July 5




7:30PM

July 12




7:30PM


July 19




6:45PM
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July 26




8:30PM
                       CLIP AND SAVE
          Pastor RaeAnn’s Phone Numbers

                 Home:  920-893-0249

                   Cell:  920-838-3172
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Thank you to everyone who brought in empty toweling and toilet paper rolls for our craft projects for the nursing homes.  

We are using those items for our firecracker table centerpieces for North Point and the two Serenity Homes.


Please check out our monthly centerpiece that is on display behind the serving table in the Fellowship Hall.  


We appreciate your help.

Craft Committee
Special Congregational Meeting
May 1, 2011

Attending Council Members:  Secretary Andrew Josephs, Marcia Marks, Faye Lindemann, Anne Boss, Jack Meyer, Deb Wriedt, Toni Anand


Missing Council Members:  President Bob Trampf, Vice-president Jeff Schneider


It was determined that a quorum of members was present.


Marcia Marks called the special congregational meeting to order at 10:34 A.M.


The first item on the agenda was to extend the call to RaeAnn Beebe as permanent pastor for St. Paul’s United Church of Christ.


Dick Voakes made a motion to extend the call to RaeAnn and was seconded by                    Dorothy Hable.


Ballots were distributed to the present congregation members.


Dennis Krause made a motion to close voting at 10:39 A.M. and was seconded by Harlan Linsley.


After the ballots were collected, the present council members tallied the votes.  More than the required 75% of the ballots voted in favor of having RaeAnn as our permanent pastor.  


The second item on the agenda was to approve the Safe Sanctuary policy.  Marcia asked the congregation if there were any questions regarding the policy.


Michelle Robien made a motion to approve the safe sanctuary policy and was seconded by Faye Lindemann.


The motion passed unanimously.


Harlan  Linsley made a motion to close the meeting at 10:47 a.m. and was seconded by Don Davies.
Andrew Josephs, Secretary


Worship bulletins were provided May 8th in memory of Vera Bosma given by her son, Don Davies.


Bulletins on May 15th honored the confirmands (Alyssa Schafer, Caitlyn Schafer and Hannah Benson) given by Bob and Kris Schafer. 
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On Saturday July 16, 2011, Pastor RaeAnn’s ordination will take place at her home church in Plymouth, Wisconsin.  More details will be announced with the possibility of a bus being chartered for members and friends of St. Paul’s who would like to attend.  Mark your calendars!  
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JOACHIM, BRIAN & EMILY 
10 years 
06/02 

CONSIDINE, JENNIFER & KARL BUELOW 

3 years
06/14   
BENSON, DON & AMANDA 
4 years
06/16 

JONES, JOHN & BARBARA 
14 years
06/18 

BEEBE, PASTOR RAEANN & RORY 
29 years
06/19 

SCHAFER, KRISTIN & BOB
18 years
06/19 

SPAULDING, SARA & CHRIS
7 years
06/19 

BAHR, CURTIS & AGNES 
60 years
06/29 

SCHULTZ, MARY & DAVID
38 years
06/30 

Birthdays
ANAND, AMARJIT 

06/01 
SMITH, CAROL 


06/01 

DEFFIBAUGH, PATRICK 
06/03 

JOACHIM, BRIAN 
 

06/03 

JUEDES, BONNY 


06/03 

RODGERS, ALEX 


06/06 

BAHR, CURTIS 


06/13 

RADIG, CURTIS 


06/13 

DEFFIBAUGH, MATTHEW 
06/15 

FULLER, JEAN 


06/20 

TOSON, MARILYN 

06/21 

RUDY, LYLE 


06/24 

HOWELL, SUE 


06/25 

HOFFMAN, ALEX 


06/30 

HOFFMAN, ANDREW 

06/30 

LOOMANS, BRYNNA 

06/30 

May Giving
May 1


$2462

May 8


$3130

May 15


$1711

May 22


$1169

    TOTAL


$8472

Hospitalized during May was Carol Schmid at Mercy Medical Center
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All Sunday School teachers:

Kris Schafer, Ellen Becker, Jean Harvot, Anne Gassere

Wendy Deffibaugh, Cristy Schneider

Norma Toussaint for covering coffee cans for altar flower delivery

Barb Jones preparing June Communion

Sue Britton for filling the two flower containers at the front entrance

Michelle Robien for filling the two


flower containers at the back door

Dennis Krause for once again mowing


the lawn at St. Paul’s
ADDRESS UPDATES
Annette Reichard


262 Goldenrod Dr – Omro – 54963

Chris Reichard


262 Goldenrod Dr – Omro – 54963

Lyle & Sharon Rudy


600 S. 1st Ave – Winneconne - 54986
“People are like tea bags.  They don’t know their own strength until they get into hot water.”
Chuckles from a Churchmouse

D. Stever
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The Sunday School year will have come to a close by the time you read this newsletter. I must say “Thank You” to the Sunday School staff for a very successful year. The attendance has been very good this year and credit is due to the teachers. They have made the children want to come each week. We are blessed to have had Ellen Becker, Jean Harvot, Kris Schafer, Cristy Schneider, Wendy Deffibaugh, and Anne Gassere teaching our children. I am also glad that Toni Anand made our banner again this year. I am glad that Larry and Robin helped with our music for our programs. The success of the Sunday School program is aided by the team work we have here at St. Paul’s!

The next big push will be for Vacation Bible School. I will be needing registration forms as soon as possible so that we can plan accordingly. As usual, the needed supplies will be posted in the Narthex. Volunteers will be welcomed with open arms. Our young people who have completed 6th grade will be able to be crew leaders. Let me know if you are interested so that I can put you on my list! I know St. Paul’s will come through and help in all areas just like they always do!!!

I hope everyone will have a wonderful summer. I will look forward to seeing folks at the softball games, the joint service at 9:30, and at VBS. Enjoy the summer views God paints for you. It will give us lots to talk about in the fall. 

Blessings, Sherri Landig
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Funeral services were held for Florence “Floss” Petersen on Monday, May 23, 2011, at the Konrad-Behlman Funeral Home with Pastor RaeAnn Beebe officiating.  Florence was born June 27, 1931 and died May 16, 2011.  


Funeral services were held for Irene Messer on Thursday, May 26, 2011 at St. Paul’s UCC with Pastor RaeAnn Beebe officiating.  Burial was in Waupun.  Irene was born August 21, 1909 and died May 22, 2011 at the age of 101.
MAY ALTAR FLOWERS
May 1 – Remembered Dick Gabbert 
given by Elizabeth Gabbert and 
daughters

May 8 – Remembered the 67th wedding 
anniversary of Betty and George 
Wilcox given by Rena Gomach

May 15 – Honored the confirmation of 
Alyssa and Caitlyn Schafer and 
remembered Dave Schmitt given 
by Mary Schmitt. 

May 22 – Remembered John F. Boss and 
honored the birthday of Mary Boss 
given by Kathy Thomsen.
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